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OR A HELPE THROVGH 
| the bleffing of Godtolead 


nien more to look within them-_ 


clues and to unite experienced Chri- 
in the bond and fellevetbip of 


the Spirit. 


by Cap: PAUL HOBSON, J/. 
Loy Coz. Upon thefe Texts. 


Prov. 28. The rightéous a: are as bold asa L Lyon. 
Cant. 6.9. My Dove, my undefiled is but one. . « 
= tt. [have learned in whatfoever eftatel 


am therewith to be contene. 


Publifficd by an hearty Wellwillerto 
Peace and unity among the diffenting Gedly.and 


truths, of opini- 
ons, or prejudice ag aing iTend- . 
45 tothe edification of the reader 
chie fly: fo alfa, 
Aoria cation of the Aathour. 


And fould by R. Hanrord at the Bible in 


Delivered in exercifes 


Queenes- head-alley in Pater-nofter-tow. 1646. 
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The Publifher to the Reader. 


RaaDeR, 
| Hefe Sermons alls 


OO. hough net 
) intended by the Author to 
es tobe made thus publike, be 
being abfent when they 
en were taken in bands But 
being very much defired by many and ti 
prefcd hereunto , conceiving truth it 
herein held forth focleare, that the (pi- i 
ritual and experienced Chriftias. will 
rellifh and feale thereto; Being defirene 
to owne truth wherefoever fauna , nos 
daring tooppofe it, truth carrying 
slight , power and demonfiration ie 
B Life, we durft not have the faith of aut 
Lord Fefwe Chrift the Lordof 
of perfons. 
dthe Author would 


could be wifhe 
publilh bes omone labourssbust they appear 
ing many worthy she 


es meader, 
they-are-here ‘prefented to thy view ; 
and emphaticall as they were delivered, 
being taken by writing them from his 
gmouth, yet love will make thee not curi- 
ous to [py faults, which i t00 common 4 
fault in our times , but to take ingosd 
part what is here held forth to thee, by 
him who aimeth at thy (pirituall good, 
and [omewh gt alfo in vindication of the 
Author of thefe Sermons, ( whofe I be- 
lieve they are, notonly in regard of ex- 
prefsion, but alfoin experiencein a good 
) an imputation of errours be- 
ing laid on hin as on others, morethen 
srue. 
* Andindeed we beleeve as it was late- 
ty fatd before a Alf embly there 
is(it maybe ) abroad a greater cry of 


errers then really there is, allthough 
~~ with griefe be it fpoken, there be ma- 


ny foule errors broached , and fome 
_ very blafphemous which deferve as 


fevere punifhments as the word of | 


God requires : yet let not reall and 
a glorions 


| 


Tothé Reader! 
truths fuffer under the name of 
| error; Our Lora Chrift efor” was 


counted among the and 


sll 

\ 

| St.Paul confe(fes afterthe way that yan 

call herefie, I the Lord God 
| Fathers ; and let us not judge all 

id | that error, which we by reafonof dark-- 
by | mot besng come to the [ame ex-— 

be 


periences, cannot [eto be truth; but let 
ws try all things and hold faft that which 
Neither as the Apoftle [aith ought to. 12 
we te boaft of things without our mea- 
fure, as the manner of fome is , that # 
ofother mens labours and experiences; 
in another mans line, of things made 
ready to ourhand; for we areveryrta- 
dy to think higher of our [elves then 
meet, or wee have caufe, having built 10.17. 
up our felvesin our owne conceits , to be 
omething when we are nothing. That bg 
caufethe Apoftle Pant, Luther ,cy others, 
throuch affisction and high experiences 
of Gods afiftance , and thriving by the 
| Croffe, were sran{cendently bold in Ged 
| A4 ang 


‘ 


God, therefore they are read: 
empericncgs as tf they were their omne, 
andwere come to [uchan high pitch and 


had the [ate oyments. 
were far better (afer forus tha 
fomething were brought to nothing, 
andwee convinced of our omne weakneffe 
ingrace and haw carnal we are.and how 
far belaw the life of Chrift and trae belé-. 
man Should coe home juftified 
rather then theether. But he that glo- 
ricth let him glory in the Lord, that. 
may be all in all; for not be that 
commendeth himfelfis approved,but. 
whom the lord commendeths for feif. 
being fet up and gotten into the chaire, 
st will (well boasting sifelfe above what 
mett, or mwbat it hathreceived , and 
then ethers better then themfelves . 
be their foot by the degrading 
of ethers they may advance them{elves: 
bur {ayes , they that are 
Chrifts have crucified the fiefh with 
the affections and Juitssthe fruit 
piric 
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~ 


| 
Gal. 
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Tothe 
fpirit is joy , peace slong: fuiffering'; 
gentienciic, goodnefie, faith, meck: 
neflc, temperance; againgt fuch there 
isno law; if we live inthe fpirit let us 
walke in the {pirit, and let us not bee 
defirous of vaine glory , provoking | 
one another, envy ing one Cr.) 
But read I pray thee thefe Sermons | 
{crioufly and with a fingle eye,(if [0 it be 
given thee ). and weigh the {ubje? of 
| them and whereto they tend, and apply 
thenbte ence: and thou fhalt {ce 
| bow much or how little thon haft of 
the life. of Chrifi. And sf thow beeft 
. enabled to aime at thine owne good in 
perwling them , I doubt not but thow 
wilt accept ,and not quarrell at them. So “3 
I commend both them and thee to the 
blefing of him,who only & able to make 
us grow upinto him in allthings who Epbe. 
is our head, that {peaking the truthin $75 
love,and having fellowship in the fpi- 3.1. 
rit; wee henceforth be no more chil- Ephe- 
dren, toffed to and fro, and carried a- *** 
bout with every wind of oe 


orth the word 
of life all come in the 


Vai yy ay 


they lie in wair 
of God, unta a untotie 
t. 
> 
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{peak alfo sthall'be out ofthe 28: Prov. 


partof the vet. But thevighteous are 


at bold asa Lyon. Yc will beneceflary 
thatwee read the foregoing words id 
rence to fomewhiat faid be before the 
wicked flee when none pur{ucth, but the 
righteous are as bold as 4 Lions ‘moftof 


_ thefenténces in this boek of the Prev. 


_ are without any dependence’; but are 
intire fpeeches, having their fall fence 
in themfelves;but here we have 2 fen- 


 tenices in one verfe, one explaining 


and fetting out the other,two affirma- 


tivePropofitions in oppofitiononero 
befpokenof — 
| 


. 
' | 


may truly.and properly 


2 Pete 


pfal. 
$3: 


| God, that live with 


be faid ofa man, here called’a 
righteoms mage becaufe he lives in God, 
lives he acts power 
lives: in another Regi 
life , he is element 
loves, of thee Divine 
lives inthe divineglory. 
Thele. words we have now read, 
of a faints 
ae which are ht home to 
iled 
gc, they are righteous 
iG God; made righteous by Juftifice- 
tion, a emer held out to them: 
and alfo made righteous by the glory 
and righteaufnefie of God 
fucha man cannot chufe but bee bold 
forfueha God; And not only bold in 
ion to wicked men , becaule 
they fice when none ‘and feare 
where no feare #3; but the higheft re- 
femblance of the bigheft creature , is 
too 
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Practical 
tad low to fet out fuclié mans 
boldaefie is in God and for God, and 
therefore you fge the Holy Ghoft 
rhakes of the choyfeft of all the 


creatures for courage and»boldnefic, 


to fet out the temper of afaint,, when 
he lives in God and Godin. him; ‘aay 
the higheft and moft raifed fublimyey 
in the creature is too. low to ferout 
the loweft acts of a faints fpirit,) 
. [may draw one point from the for 
mer words,of wicked mensifcare, be- 
caufe it leads to unfold the other 

ints Coneerfing 2 righteous mans 
Idnefle. The wicked fices when nome 
parfucth. 


Do@Grine, That man that Gvis pg, 


without God,although made by 


But I fhallletthat come to the 
words intended; There isnot onely2 
| difference in the fpiritspf wicked and 
righteous men, but adiret.oppofiti- 


‘on; the one ads allregether downe-.. 


‘wardtothe earth, rofelf; to | 
| low 


fo far men of feare and faith, 


| 

| 


Prathicall Divinisi:. % 


upward to God,to heaven, 
© felfdenyall,to high and ends. 
Fith obferve, Thar the pe 


Dei. ares righteous people. They are righ- 
teous ,not-only in regard of fufti- 
fication, that is a righteoufneffe held 
forth and made ourto but 
regard ofthat you call fanctification, 
that is,a sigheevulreif revealed in uss 
and this:is peculiarly faints privi- 
ledge ; He not oncly lives under life; 
pe ee in life, is life it felfe: I 
gontefic great and precious 
‘wiledge to live to 
vufe Ordinances; but to havethemand 
Wetlive bythe, nay, to have them 
not to haue lives above them, this 
_isbelow a faints priviledge the world 
Hath thus Bur the 
Seints they ufe not the Ordinan- 
ies bur theygre ameancsto put them 
itite life , to make them one with life, 
they. know: what the Anoninting 
Is, what the'unction of the Father Is. 


Wilts 


bade the othee 
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Practical Divinity. 
- | But now if youaske me wharisméant 
by arighteons man take 
it to be meant of Chrzft hamfelfe. The 

rig hteous are as bold as a Lyom, thatis; 

| (fay they) Chrift,for heonely is righ- 
teous,and not any man,therefore he is 
caldthe Lyon of the triboof Fadab. But Revel. 
my light fayes, thisa difcription ofa 5 * 
faints{pirit, for there is nothing can be 
faid of Chrift,but may allfobe faid of 
Saints,as faints; for he livesinthe fame 
life with Chritt, in the fame region, 
inthe fame glory; nay he lives inthe 
fame Soveraignty and authority; is 
Chriit a fonneand heire of his fathers 
glory? So are all Saints, they partake 
ofthe fame fonthip, the fame inhérid -. 
tance; is Chriit a King ¢ fovare:the 
Saints, partakers of the fame Kingfhips 
Hath he putdowne all'rvlé and all au- 
thority. and fubjected. all-his eneinies - 
under.his feet ¢, fo have the: Saints, fo 
farreiasthey live wich and in-Chrift; 
ing | they.fetthcir foot uponalitheirluts; 
js, | Upon all che world: they conque- 
Buti rers 


a 


Pratticall 
yersover Death and Hell, they 
fettheir foot wpon the very neck of 
Sathan. beloved 
fore we cometo this life; ‘bur thisis 
eertaine,.as a Saint comes up to this 
life, fobeputs-downs Princ ipalities, 
2 ‘andPowers, when he lives asa (aitit 
he puts downe al! rule and.all autho. | 
wity that before he was fubjeded'to 
and under, And the very 
matter of Chrifts fame for 
nature and kind, thotigh not for! de- 
grcesini this life,is a Saints portion. 
he 2. Obfervation thefe words 
bold forth, is from this exp refion of 
Dell. boldneff, she rig btcous are bold, Dok: 


Of necefity be ‘woaile righteous by 
Chrift, before they can be boid and con- 

Chrift. Aibother boldnefle 
isa boldneffe, execpt 
proceed rome from hence; in that 


> 
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ufnetle revealedivus. 
next»Obfervation is frosmehe 
sefemblance here wledy The 
taken from 4 c 

of all Créanares for 


agen 


roptity and ptiviledges 
| 


Ai 
, 
I 


up byte 


and taifed fpirit 


ashe is 2 hi 
Sar iit that-lives with’ 


the bighep of eres. 


Pures tee low'te declare fe 
Saints “Tis impoffible by 
‘choife ofall creatures;& by 
feétion'o! creatures, to makeit out 
He that injoyesit 
tomptehend irs for he is compreher® 


Medby ic. And thetefore-he himfelf | 


able it the full; 


OM Fhefe “pointes the ‘words hold 
tous;butl handle them 
‘feverally, but we will rather chufe'to 
‘gather heifull fenceof them alli inone 
‘contlifiot, Vic. 

That goules made 
thes injoyment of God tran{cen 


dont] 


ofall the creacares and thar'thay be 


Dett 
| 
D off 


| weare made one with thé life and 


Pradticall Divinity, 


dently bold. Acre are 3:conelufions' in 
one. Hert is Saints are made 
teous. 2. Saints thus made righteous 
| they are bold: 3: They are tranteen- 
dently-bold. For ‘the opening this: 
“point, we mult: open allthe words. 
|. Pobemade rghteous what it is. 
|. Wethalitior now fpeake how we are 
| made tight@6us by 
| -tighteoufnefle is purchafed for us,and 
\:held-outtous, Becatfe I conceive 
the» words*intend 2 mian in the other 
fenfe ; 2 manmade righteous by re- 
vealing of righteoufvefieun us, inthac 


ty of Chrift: we fpeak now ofa tigh- 
teous {pirit,afreed {pirityafpirit made 
» | one with-Chritt, afpi 
theenjoymient of Chritts fpirit; afpi= 
rit wrapt up, overwhelmed ‘by: the 
{weet inflowings’ atid comirips in of 
the glory of Ghrift : a {pirie wherein 
Chrift fitsin glory and‘difplayes his 
loves to the foule, fo that by the ve- 
ry coming inand injoyment of Chrift 


fit overcome gta 


they 


| 
| 


Dévinity. 


 theypare made.one with 

all ielfeand theye- 
fotme ofthe old ¢reature is angihi- 
dated; and allturned Chnift Hee 
from his former genter;his 
ownebovtom ; there is ingratt- 
dng and being, carried-wp into Chiift, 
that he. bid- 
‘den, divine, 
aiches and Jife of Chrilt,: fo.atheis 
{ may fay.) chrifted| with Chat, 
the. yery glory of 
buthave , feelj-and enjoy, it, aad it 
| works in them alife,.and fruit futabk 
&othis glory and transformation.» 
thatlic inthe heastot Chrif, 
that have found shemfclves transplar- 


£0 Cheftyby Chrift , they 


_¢lfe;batas they fee them, and enjoy 
them 


from themfelves; transformedin-) 

finde ther] 
hearttransfotmd with loves & ravith- 

towards him ,to him, and pont) 


& returnes of love to” 
each other. This is not the rightequt" 


onit for theacceprati 
but this is Chrift himfelfes his 
ling holdof*thiee, thee over; 
from felfe into him i, and tranf-) 


Chrit BAS wichin youxyou act; fo 
fooné asevery ou are brought overin+ 
fo {wallow> 
it) ed up in imyour ‘loweft 
Chrift as’ well as in your: 
highett; sin the very lowelteftate, you 
may have the’ higheft ‘nije 
that when you'dte traitipledon by the 


World, whee your enimies think they 
have 


“ 

Hicc| 

forthee,andthiou by faithlayinghold 

fothac Chitin toving'the 

post in loving him Lovett: 

ings, | thy felfe; irrone and the fame a&; and 


ee 


3. Divinity. 

have pot: theday ‘and have their wif] 
of you, then may you have fuchfweer 

of Chrift, that in this re- 

you may rejoyce and be exceeding 

Jeames when you enter inte divers temip- 

when the worldand perfecu- 

tors thioke they have taken from you | 

all: your comfort,and bereft you of all | 

- your life, then may you'Be more then 

conquerers injoying a life hidden | 

from them; that when they think you 

are captived,they themfelvesare cap-. 

 tivedgand yo the conquerers, 

2 Cor. and yet truc( Apeftie) 

| dsunknowne;yet well knowne;as [orrow 

full; yet alway rejoycine poore.yet ma- 

rey many rich: 3 ana 

| yet poffefing allthings: you are dead 

the world,but your lif is hid mith Chri ft 

iw God; by this youmay take a fight 
and {mall taft of what is meant bya 

righteous man in thisplace , the righ- 
teous are ab bold as 4 Lyon. 

Secondly, what is meant by this 

word bold; truly friends I mutt 

efle 


5 
| 
| 
| 
| 


felle Ihave beenalong time miftaker 
what-this bold...fpirit faint WAR 
Irooke ittabethis, andthat,andmi.. 


| naturall boldneffe.which many men. 


| boldneffe : but it was 


Pratticall Divinity. 


ftakeninall; time was.when hada 


have, whichis borne with them, 


| pak refolute bold hardy. temper, 
of {pirit 


; yetthis was difCoveredto 


meto be butmature;and many a wick-. 
—¢edman is poffefled thereof: then af-. 


terward I came to be aeivill man;then 
inthat I paid every man his owne,and 
lived uprightly to,mesward, fo that 
noman could. taxe meof any 
man wrong; hercin I grew bold ; But 
this alfo was. difcovered to be butci- 
vill boldneffe,and upon falfe grounds, 
Then I came to Legall boldneffe, at- 
taining tofuch a degree of obedience 
to the Law, that. thought my felf¢ 
allmoft blameleffe, an d:berein I grew 
bold indeed; and brhought it was true 

this 
was not the true boldneff neither, and 


there is m any othtr kinds of boldness 


B4 there. 


you 

all 

He) 

ise 

ift 
ght 
ya 
gh 
his 

fle 


- 


— 


B 


| tHereis 4 boldneffe, men 


rele Ordinances, andfortake fel- 


being 


rant of themfelves and 
infié is, and what Godlis; they 
bold to "finne: and finne igh 
Hand dati ly, ‘with brazen taces 
alfothere ts 2 pharifaicall boldnefie: 
whettmen ite bold becaufe of thelr: 
cxtétnall conformity to the Law, and? 
external! {ubmitting Ordinances, 
becaufe they are in a right Gof} 
way, becaufe they are of a fellowfhip 
where they aon pure Ordinances 
am not! they) as 
4s you, ‘you more then 
not {peake this that-you fhould 


for 1 know the God’ 
be injoyed ina low Ordinances: 
And alfo forth 
God in Ordinances to others, to men 
Of the World, and Saints below you; 


that which is farre 


lovely 
Chiifti in 


, even the reall 
‘ptefence of the Lord 


Many 
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Prattitall Divinity. — 
Many men becaufe they ‘injoy Ordi2 
nafices in puritie’, and hold forth’2 
ercat Profeflion, they gather hente-a 
t boldrieffe, and looke upon 


themfelves*; “and think who may 
wilke’ bigg , bold, and con- 
fident'then they ( what, they not 
Saitits? who is a faintthen 2) I that 


have gonthus farre, and tied my felf 


ant to duty , what notT of thus 
oftandine Butbeloved, none of 
allthefe isthe true boldneffe; a Saints 
boldneffe is from other'principles, of 


‘amore noble and higher ftame; His 


boldnefle is.becaufe he lives with,and 
injoyes the higheft God : In that they 


are gotten above allthe world. Things 


below are too bafe for their ‘fpirirs; 
they count it gaintolofe themfelves : 
the other count it gain to gaine theme 
felvess And hence it is, becaufe they 
feethemfelves potté above all things, 
they live undaunted noble lives; They 
live in the upper Regions where 
Chrift lives, above all things inferi- 

or 


e 
nd? 

td 

|. 

od 

rth 
en 

rre 
afl ! 
rd | 
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Pradicall Divinity, 
orto himfelf. +3 
They are fo much drawne into 
Chrift, that they cannot. much minde 
thefe things below, they are not much 
troubled how they ebb or flow, 
becaufe they are aloft; They are 
not tumbled to and fro, as they in 
their Tides tumble too and againe, 
They are fild with noble bloud, dip 
vine bloud ;_ the Spirit and Glory of 
Chrift and Ged, re{ts upon them, and 
iuns in all their veines. 
Beloved, what can that man feare, 
that is thus tranfacted, tran{planted , 
united to God, drawne up into God, 
in whomall felfe, and fleth, and car- 
nall ends, is perifhed , dead and buri- 
ed, and he made a new man in Chrift, 
riflen in,and with Chrift? Here isthe 
ian is here fpoken of ; Here is the 
boldneffe ofa Saint: No marvellall 
the world, nor all the fluCtuation of 
and in the world, cannot difturbe 
this mans Spirit ; for he is above all, 
aloft, he is inthe bofome of 
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Practitall Divinitie. 
Oh deareft friends, this life isa hid-_ 
denthing, and you that injoy it know 
ir,and noneelfe; I know your experi- 
ences of thislife,farre exceed what e- 
ver my tongue can exprefie; when 
men have imprifoned you, and thinke 
they have overcome you, then are 
youmoftatliberty; Whenthey have 
brought you to poverty, then Have 
they moftinricht you’; when yedie, — 
ye live ; when’ you have all things, 
then have you nothing ;when you have + Cot 
nothing, then have you all things ; yOu pit. 
are fo taken up with Chrift , that all 3.8. 
below Chrift, as dreffe, and dung, 
and you fay with Paul God forbid 
that Ifhould rejoyce in any thing,fave in 
the Croffeof Chrift, by whom the werld 
us crucified unto mee, and I unto the 
world. 

While you are with Chrift, what 
can hurt you? all the troubles in the 
world feafe no more onyou then wa-* 
ter on a Ducks back,; While the 
world is reviling, you are finging; 

while 
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Prattieall Divinitie; 
while the world is imprifoning, you 
aré imbracing; While the world is 
hating and perfecuting , you are lo- 


| ving; While the world iscafting you 


offtor feéts and {cifmaticks, you are 
in your injoyings; While the world 
fmites, Chrift is kifling:fuch a my fteri. 
ous hidden fecret, is the life ofa faint, 
that it befooles. allthe world. When 
the world thinks they deferve their 
hatred, they love and pittye them; 
while youthink they look upon you, 
they looke above you; their cyeis 
not upd their oppofers, but what they 
injoy from Chrift; they are of more 
noble, higher fpirits, then to faften 
their eyes fo low as upon their oppo- 
fers; I profefle when God brought 
mec of from one condition of bold- 
nefle to another; but efpecially when 
hee fetcht mee off from legal! and 
pharifaicall boldneffe; in fo much 
that I faw, that all boldnefle which 
had its rifeand birth , in felf, from 


felf, and to felf, ic muft bee confoun- 


ded 


| 
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Practicall Divinitie.. 


dedsand I came to fee that all true 
boldneffe muft.run out from the very 


heart and loves of Chrifts it muft bee 


from a fpirit fild with fuch royalk, 


noble, divine, bloud, as none but the 
fonnés of God pertake of; and then I 


faw the world was of a bloud fo low 


and bafe, that it cannot bee fenfible 
what this lite is. 
The fecond thing we would come 


to thew, is, wherein this. boldnefie 


dothcofitt A foulethusmade one with 
God, made righteous by. God inthe 
injoyment of God, and by the righ- 
teoulnefle of God revealed in us, he is 
boldin thefe three regards. 

Firft, He is bold with God. Se- 
condly , He is bold in declaring for 
God, Thirdly, He is bold in under- 
going any thing laid upon him by 
God. 

Firft; Heis bold with God, he is 
free and familiar with God; There 
is fuch intimate communion betw 
Chrift and him, that he can bass 

ani 
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‘and witha fonlike and affeétion; 


of G 


ask any thing his enjoym ents 


emBolden him: For he feesGod fe fo un- 


bofome himfelfto him , that his very 
heart is not too much for him. Hee 


‘asks not fervant with flavith fear’, 
but as 2 fonne, as feeing all his inhe- 
-ritance is in God. He knowes what 
js in God, in Chrift, isas freely 
his as they are Cc hriftss he hath as true 


right to them as Chrift ; Hee layes 


‘claime to all the beawties ani glories 


-of Chrift, to all the riches, 


life and 


treafures in Chrift, as hisowne pro- 
‘per portion. He does not aske with 


a daunted fearfull {pirit,he approaches 
into his very Bofome , to his very 


‘Heart : and what ever is there , hee 


knows is his owne toaske and injoy; 
and this he does ireely, fully; he layes 
claimetoall Divine loves. 

And by this injoyment, he makes 


‘returnes of loves; all the loves his 


heert can hold hall all tun out to God 


againe; by this vcry imbracement, he 
comes 


| 26 a 
| 
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wre we tf? ™ Wwe 
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comes to at in God and God in him. 
And] pray you obferve this, and 


| thik ofic when you do not {ee mee; 
| ‘The very injoyment of God carries 0. 


ver your {pirits, & all you are to God, 
to give up yourfelves to him;you will 
not ftand upon fuch néedleffe que- 
ftions. Whether faints. are bount to 


duty;they by that very a@tof injoying 


God, make ‘themfelves over to God} 


tobe acted,‘ and ruled by God : their: 


owne wilk.céafes , and Gods will is 
become one’ with theirs , and theirs 
‘with his; you cannot chufe bur love 


_& act for God, for youare with God, 


in God: 


Friends, Fhope fome of your fpi- 


ritsdoe eccho to thefe truthes, and 
finde them true, by your injoyments 
infome degree. Doe not thinke that 
this is the life you muft look for on- 
ly hereafter , when youare come to 
Heaven after this life ; I rell you this 
life is now, andI verily beleeve the 
time is coming, that faints fhall come 

£9 
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63.16 


»  Anfw. Int 
have experience of thefe things. Firft, | 


tofce this lifemade good to them,and 


inthem more and more, 


{peak of avery high life;is it po 
tfuch poore Creatures,fuch pore 
Wor1mesas weare, fhould be fo 
braced by the Eternall God? How 
comes thisto pare: 
ec regards the Saints | 


may be fome, will 


In regard they know they have a pro- 
pricty inhim, Secondly , In regard 
they have knowledge in experience 
of recourfeto him. Thirdly, of acop- 
fiant familiarity with him. 
Firft, They have a knowledge of | 
propriety in him,they know that God 
hath made himfelfe their Father, and 
they his fons, this makes. them bold; 
who can. be more bold with a [a- 
ther then his fonnes’.,, Though Abra- 
ham be ignorant of us, yet thow art our 
Father, Jehold we come unto thee, for 


thou art the Lord our God. They know 


God does not caft them off aie of 
| their 
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theirfins ; this doesnot make them 
no fons,but they look upon God as an 
infinite gracious loving Father; They. 
have experience ,that coming to their 
Father is a meanes to _— their 


hearts, and if they ftand off till they 
have clenfed théfelves, this has been 
ameans to throw them moreinto fin; 
and though they have finned, yet they 
throw them(elves into his armes,they 
have experience that he dos nor up- 
braid them for coming to hin; in ask- 
ing themfelves, how durft they a- 
proach to him, being fo defild with fins 
But they finde , that bringing their 
hearts to him , is the only way to 
cleanfe themfelves ; they finde fuch 
lovesinthe bofomneofthe Father,fuch 
bowels to pardon, fuch earbracementsy 
thar they know no way in all the 
world comparable to thisyto breake 
their hearts,.and ta make them throw 
fin faraway. Time was when they 
faidjtruc itis, Chrift call$,and invites 
meero come, byt Iam. fo defiled, fo 
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finfull, I dare ill reforme | 
my life,and get more power againft 
fin,and then 1 may goe with boldnes, 

But thisfoule who hath injoyed the 
loves of God, fo fweetly, fo intimate- 
ly , he findes this is the way to re- 
maine foule ftill; And though lree 
might refraine fin, yet he was not pur- 
ged from fin; This.end, and thatend 
wrought with him ; fomething from 
{elf, and to felf: but fin as fin was as 
{trong as ever. But he found this way 
the only way to heale finne, and geta | th 
new heart,a new nature,v/z.to throw | ft 
himfelfupon his Father, into his Fa- } ne 
thersarmes: Though Abraham beigno-\ dj 

tai. vant of us, yet thou art our Father; And | hy 

6316. this going to God freesus from our | he 

finnes,and nothingclfe. To faylam | G 
lega!l, and Tam full of corruption, by 
am weake and Ican doe nothing: all| ¢] 
this while, we ftand aca diftance, and | th 
weaken our felves more 5; We arenot| 7; 
free,we are lockt up in our felves,and | 44 
ftrive by our own ftrength, But if m 
wou 


4 


i} 

if 

a) 
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f 
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would be holy,throw your felves into 


the loves of God; this very injoyment 
will give you an inlarged,a free,and 


broken heart ; then fin will be hated 
from a new nature. God dosnot fay I 
love you, if you be ~ Tlove you 
to make you /e/y. Beloved,this is the 
new covenant that the Go/pe# holds out 
tous; andherein lies thepower of the 
Gofpell,to inake of unrighteous, rizhte- 
ons to work by love,not by conftraint,’ 


Menthat never had experience of 


this life, they Jay Lawes, and Con- 
ftraints upon mento duty, and know 
not the power of love. When the Pre- 
dizall had but a refolution to throw 
himfelfupon his fathers loves, you {ee 
how he was received; No fooner dos 
God open his heart to a poore finner, 
but he feesthe everlafting roling bow- 
els of a Father, toward him, and then 


they interchange loves and bowels 5 Hof, 
That their repentings are kindled toge- 11.8. 


thers 1 doe carne(tly remember him fill: 


31.23 


my bowels are troubled for him: Bowels Jer. 


Ct role 3°34 
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role towards one another, and-thea 
, pdore finners come to fee theig 
Own names writin their own. hearts, 
that before was writ in the heart of 
God; And fee his deareft loves have 
ever been towardithem for.gooc; He 
fees now he was not excluded from 
God, becaufe he, had departed away 
from him,and blackfliden, but was the 
rather cald to. come to him, becaufe 
hee had blackflided,.and defiled 
himfelfe ; As Jer. 34 22. eturne 
ye backfliding childrcn,and I will heale 
your basklidings,; Behold we come unto 
thee, for thou art the Lord our God. He — 
has experience that he had laine long 
ftriving againft fin,bur found no pow- 
erfroma right ground , froma right 
principle; But when he ¢ it may be) 
after many years ftriving with his lufts 
to fubdue them , and bring them un; 
der , he refolved ai laft to goe to God 
and faid:Lord here is my heart,as bad 
as.can be, the more I ftrive with it,the 
worfe it is; I have firivea long and 
cannot 
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i f 
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| cannot conquer one finne; But Lord 
doe thou now take it,doe with it' what 
thou will; all this while Z was afham’d 
to come tothee,my heart was fo bad: 
now I commit it to thee; and then 
hee found a fubdued heart, and ne- 
ver before. 
So longasI look upon my obedi- 

ence and my conformity, and whenf 
fee a want, [ hold off from God; this 
breedes’ dbftructions between the 
fouleand God. Your praying , and 
your duties, and your obedience, doe 
declare that you live in God, and 
not that they may bring youto God. 
Brethren,this isthe way : have you 
finned and falen from God ? ftay nor 
but rerurne to God, then he will heale 
your backfliding , Stay not , as men u- 
fually doe, till your felves have hea- 
led yourown backflidings, and then 
you will beleeve. This way doth 
never rightly overcome the heart; 
but be ye weake Chriftian , or be ve 
trong, try this way,and you fhall find 
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a. wonderfull change i in your 
draw. nigh to God » Wih 
ES the way ftands open; God 
never chida fonle that thowes i 

often recourle to 

with God, it makes aman 
rightly to. underftand God,to know 
very nature; men that live out of 
miftake God; 


waready to receive a fioner; what 


Wayes of love to. them; :He cannot 


4a 

S 

1 

wie nature then 1s DY | 

jnjoying Gad, they know (God; what | « 

a Godot fweernefle and loveshe iss | 
if God. frowne,they. know his, nature is 
nothing but unchangeable loves: how- 


yet 
traft in ough 

| heedeemes to 
yetthey know, whats iis 


This is:that which up shale: 
| heartstoa holy 


bove; though the body fuf. 
is frees-walkesi 


thefethings he lives 
fully, he meafures God by himfelf 
men be angry,he thinks God is angtys 


God 


— 


imules; what provider 
ces are, they know his loves arecon-/ 
tant. unchangeable; This makes: their’ 
’ upand downeinloves, ¢omtpafied: 
about with joyes , {wallowed) up in! 
G OD, and lives 


Divinity. 
changes; and this raifes not, bu: over= 
whelmes.the {pirttofa mansthis finks: 
hispirirs for he judges'God like him. 
felte ;bur what fayes God ¢ are my 
wayes. wayes, and my thoughts, 


4s hich as the Hea. 


wens are abovethe Earth: (0 high are 
raythoughts above your thoughts and 
my WAVES Jour Wayes. 

they arebold for Godf 
yemever fee any principle , but 
works furable to itfelf ; fo the, Saints 
have avprinciple from*God, which 
qualifiesthem fo, that they can ftand: 
for God: 1. In fuffering for him;ifit be 
his willthey -faffer loffes, igno- 

thiny, decifvon, vea Death it felf.they 
have a principle from God will beare: 
them out; Look.upon Pau/, what a 
,. {pirithad he when they told him of 
;. bonds? :swhat-meane ye-to weepe and 
” heart ? am ready ({ayes. 
bound, but 
 thename of the Lord 

lo the, three Children, what 
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| sefolutions had they tuffer?wee 


| unto thee , wee will not worfhip this 


| Image 3»Frownes, nor {cornes from 
men, will not turne them ourof'their 


Firft, 
the reall conviction of fecurity if 
God, before they ingage themfelves 
for Gods: as 2 Tim, 1612. For which 


thele(fe 1 am not alhamed, for [know st 
| fwaded-hew-able to keepe that 


Thefoule feeing God fuchg bucke: 


this makeshim nde ftand:at any thing; 
but: to:ingage himfelfe andall ‘he is 
for Gods.) 


{elf-love :notte ingage,’ but that hee 
knoweshe'fhall be fecure.: 


casfe Lallo fuffer thefe things; wevers 


baze committed to bine , againf> thas 


Dan. 3. 


| know our ‘God whom wee ferve , @ ablé 
todeliver us, but howfoever be it knows 


whom I beleeved, and Iam: fer- 


ler, and « feeing ,himfelfe fo feeures 


But y ou will fay then, thissis but--obje 2. 


re 


| 


‘tisnot felfe but 
fove to God.. .But here lies argreat | 
ina Saints thus ingaging for 


Som being 
very nature of God;and:his will is fo 
{wallowed upand refigned into Gods 
that he aéts Gods will, not his own; 


ward protection, but in what the will 
of God is ¢ and if his {pirit live in; 
and with God, what ever fallto bum, 
this he accounts his fecurity. 
Every fpirit acts futable thee Go 
fit it‘is in-c &ion with ; Now 


Rea. 


high, moft raifed fpirit; andthe {pirit 
thatis iq Chrift,is mthe Saints; their 
fpirits are in conjungtion with the {pi 
sitof Chriftstherfore they muft needs 
be ofnoble,high,é& raifed{pirits; that 
though theybe in the fleth, their life 
the Spirit, theirlifecis in Chrift; 
though seg have thornesand afflict. 


partaker of the 


Sothat his fecurity is novinany oxt- F 


Chrifts fpirir, isthe moft noble, moft | 


ons inthe eth, yerto. them they are | 
as 
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them, for their 

rine 


The 3 


yet there is within 
afupply of contrary loves and fimilés; 
Men indeavorto throw fcornes,and 
derifions upon the Saints; and invent 
fuch deriding names,that they would 
make them odious: evenasthe very 
offsconring of the World and that 


they: may render them as ‘the vileft 


menuponcarth. 

It-:matters not,. God: vifits: them 
with his loves ; Hee communicates 
that £6 their fpirits, which abundant- 
ly makes up their {fuffering and makes 
amends athoufand:thoufand times.’ 
One comes and he calls you Seéta- 


ries; another Independents, another 


Scifmaticks, another Anabaptifts,a- 
nother Antinomians, another comes 
and tells you, they are this day ¢o- 


petitionthe Parliament againtt 


all 
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4 


Cor. any of thele? The. afflactions of this life 
417. are but light and momentary>but there 


| youbut carried’ 


- Enemie,efpec 


now what of 


_ and did.youlive in God? thefe would 
~ be like pulls of 


that: would blow.away a'ttray, | J 


For aman never feares 


a man, when 


hee knowes himfelfe above | 


when be knowes ‘himfelte free tom 


him iand our of: his reach to 


--Alltheamen in -the. World cannot 
a Saints hor all the Divells 


in Hell; aman: will never feare his | 
when he knowes 


cially 
re? comes neare 


heis-kild): 
him... 


AE 


hath overcomé fin, Death, 
Hell, the. Divell, the World; 
therefore, what need the faints feare” 


& an excee bt: 
vealed. ming weg a {mal 


-_croffe, whemhe has: a weight and 
ee weight of Divine loves, of 


Dame 


A, 
| 
| 
| | 
ii 


and frowaes. from the,Yorld ; 

but, alfo to love love 
thefrownes. | 

»-When tnou halt a loffe jn thy E- 
fate, in thy name, Or any way, Chrift 
comeswith -his loves, and: makes 
over abundant ; doenot 
he gives thee the fame t 
he givesthee that which isa outand 

times more worth, 
and 


If thonlofek 
ef pounds ; ifthou lofett ftrawes and 
gaineft pearles, what loffe haft thous 
Chrift doth to a Saintat the 
very inftant of his fuffering, if. he live 
| with&inChritt;forChrifts way is Not 
to fend the. affliction and let it lie 
heavie, and preflea man downe, and 
then-he afterwards lets.men reafon 
themfelvesinto. content; for a Saints 
content, asa Saints, isnotfromrea> 
fon, ba froma prefent injoyment of 
Chiift, 


— 


Chrift , 


which 3s communicated 
7 thar very inftant, imenediatly fromthe 
very bofome ard heart of Chrift, © 
Intercouties of loves runnes dit 
from Chritts which alone is tee 
tisfaction, without reafons 
The fourth Reafon , why the 
Saintsare fo bold in declaring , and 
ingaging for God is ; becaufe, in all 
their fufferings, t 


hey ingage not 2 
cheir own coft and cha live 


rges; they 
hot by their own life, they live not by 
their owne ftrength; but they ingage 
at Chrifts charges, & they live by | 
Chrifts life , they {pend upon his 
{treneth. 

Ti’sa Phrafe wee have often up, 
efpecially inthe Country ; they may | 
{pend freely that ipend upon’ other 
mens Purfes. it 

So the Saints, they goe on in theit 
way, afid walke like Saints, becaufe 
they livenot by and of themfelves; 


their life, andtheir ftrength, and their 


comforts;areall Chrifis; they fpend 
upon 


We 
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upon his Stock, 
bol while they q 
be they have a-valt Treafure., never 

exhaufteds Srill Chrift fup- 
em them with new ftrength, and 
new life. 

Let menigoe on to revile and a- 
bule the Saints, and ftudy names*of 
Factious, and. /adependents and the 
like, to make them odious; No mata 
ter, Chrift them; Chrift hath 
names full of Love and {weernefie 
for them. 

Andif they fhould proceed to pers 
fecution as they may, and impri- 
fonment, no matter; There comes 
news fuppy from Chrift. anfwer- 
able to their fufferings, 

But the Saints being weake and 


if | not knowing this, they many times 
¢ | needlefily trouble themfelves with 
3 | forethinkimg what. they thalt doe, 
if | if Suffering, and Afflictions , and 
d Troubles 
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Troubles increaie ; And the reafon 
is, becaufe they apply, and com. 
pare. Fuwre Troubles prefens 
ftrength. 


and with Chrift, they know they 
cannot ingage upon any new affil- 


_ &ion, But there is a new fupply 
and 


of Strength , and Courage 
life from Chrift ;. and therefore 


they oreafon thus. 


Bonds, Reproaches , and ims 
piifonment ; or Death it felfe doe 
attend mee; There is Freth Joy, 


New Life;.and more Srength at- | 


tends. 

The more oppofers ; the moré 
Strength ; the!more Joy, themore 
Glory, the more Loyes, the more 
Imbraces, The more ovgrcomings 


of Loves. 


And therefore. this.is that which 


. makes them Bold. in Deglasing for 


| Who 


But. thofe that live in Chritt 


4 
of 
| 
| 
4 
| | 
| 
| 
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mt | Who more bold for God in decla- 
| ringtruth thenthe Apoftles,in as 
the fourth ?-though they knew trou- 
blesand perfecution attended them, 
| andbondsinevery place,te it knowne A4st4.10- 
¥ | faith Peter anto you and to all Ifraell, 
i> | that by the name. of Iefus Spl of 
ly | Nazareth was this man made whole | 
whom ye crucified, but God hath raifed 
him up, and this zs the fone fet at 
naught by you Builders and 1s now be- 
le | come the head of the corners netther is 
| there Salvation in any other; Now 
| when they faw the boldneffe of the A- 
~ | poltles, and [am that they mere ignorant — 
men, they tooke knowledge that they bad 
© | beenewith Iefus,and could [ay nothing 
© | againft the Miracle they bad wrought 


in the name of Iefas; Then they tooke 
counfell and ftre:ghtly. charged them 
they [ould {peak no more in that name, 
and they anfwered boldly, whether is st 
right in fight of God to bearken ux 

to you more then unto G od Ladge yee? 
> | for we can not “3 fpeake the things we 


have 


| 
| 
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bave feene and beard: and fo the whole 
‘Chapter, and divers other placesidp 
‘declare, with whar wonderkall bo 
_neffe they declare Chritt ; 
waththem, lived in them, 
they had expertence of his ftrength 
Tove in fupporting. their 
-love ld not bur decla- 
ring the things th eene ‘and 

And the Reéafons of this areybe- 
cauifethe injoymenggf thefe thin 
beget a love to the things declared, 
gives power to declare them with all 
courage and Boldnes; the Saints ate 
made one with Chrift, fuckt and 
drawne up into Chrift, they live by 
loving and love by living, they de 
clare through loving, & love through 
declaring. And futable to their love 
they cannot choofe but declare, love 
in them hath the 
predominates, it over-rulés al! orher 


ate conftrained to declare the 
they live in. 


inence, it 


things in 


| 
if 
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If a Parliament fhould command, 
thatmen fhould not declare what ex- 
ence they have of Chrift, as I 
Parliament never w ill, , they 
could not contayne, it would be as 
fireintheir bofomes, it, would burft 
out; loves would {o them; 
could they fit and {ce and not {peake? 
I ref] youthere is fuch mighty con- 
ftraines in the power of love, 
corld not Keepe in 
Etboores notthe World to ar 
prin the powts of loveto raife per- 
fecution,‘the more they.aét-again ft it 
themore it workes, the mote it: con- 
ftraines, 
reafon isswhy they 
{o confttained to declare what 
they feeand know, becaufe the mat- 
tet declared isthe ‘very power decla- 
ring. They.arefolaprup ia the loves 


| of Chriff8efo made ons in him,thec 


areismot another 


the things 


thing fromthem; theve- 


thin 
D 2 And 


tohim, there was fuch a Light, 
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_ % And thetefore if they are fo Bold 
in blame them, for 
they tho things are the {a 
no nor never admire them, foe 
is fuch 4 conftraining 


he hath hereceives not from othersias 
their experiences, but they are his 
‘owne, they are himfelfe. Pasl ( you 
fee ) when once Chrift had appeared 


-aGlory, fuch a Power, fuchaDe 
tmonftration of Truth to his Soule, 
that he immediately went &. preacht 
Chrift; he went not to the Bretheren 
to be confirmed in what he faw and 
felt, but the power love was fuch, 
that come life come death hem 

And a third Reafon may be, be- 
caufe he enjoyes what he declares; 
what he enijoyes he aéts, afd what he 
-aéts he enjoyess while he faies he fees 
~ he feeles; while he {peakes of love, he 


power in them 
they cannot do otherwife. And that 


— 
| 
} 
| 
i| 
| 
| | 
«sin iove. 
Here 


| ward, cfleeming ( (faith the Apoftle ) 


Praficall 
- Here now you fee the ity 

a Saints fpirit.. And be of 

fox. and enjoying be efteemes his 

ion, his everlafting inheritance, 

Heaven; his very worke is his re- 


there with Chrift, greater rich- 
es then the Treafures of Egypt,this life — 
wasthe recompence of reward Mofes 
tooand Patil be counted all 
lolfe and to gaine & enj 
its David in the 
as one'that findeth great {poiles, for i 
keeping thereof there iS a fall 
ward, 
Beloved freinds this i is your Her 
ven, and-if:you cannot count this 2 
‘fufficient and reward , you 
will hardly oe Heaven hereafter 
a pecially in the condition 
you are in; you a& in love 
and lived in Chrift heres you would 
fay were this life but Thave 
enough, enough ; Idefire no other 
this is enough; as 


David 


{ 
| 


Pf.16.5.6. 
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David{aies in 16 Pfalme. The Lord 
is the portion of mine Ibert tance, ibe 


Lines are fallen to mein very pleafant 
places, yea Ihave a Goodly Heritage, 

~ Now wecome to the Third thing 
wherein the Saints are bold: They 
are bold in undergoing any thing 
from God; mutt I be poore, muft be 
ficke, muft I bein prifon, mutt Ibe 
in Death, he is bo!d to undergoe it; 
he fees the loves of God in all! that 
comes to him: Let all the world con- 


- Joyn together againft this ‘man, and 


looke never fo blacke and terrible up- 
on him, he fees his God {mileing, his 
God fpeaking nothing but loves, _ 


As finneand the law, though they 


in conjunction to terrifie him, 


yet he is bold, for he fees God recon- 


‘ciled. And’as they (the greater) can 
not daunt his boldnes; fo neither can 


nor can the Word, all they can 


4doe Cannot make him thinke his Fa- 
(ther is angry, 


f 
| | 
i 
| 
| 
| 
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. forGod; How bold indeclaring G 


‘downe; they forfake their boldnes , 
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Though God himfelfe try the 
Saints, they liveing in him, and en- 
joying his.love ; Though ‘he feeme 
in his Providence to be angry; yet 
they find loves in his very bofome, in 
his v very heart, when men enjoy not 
this, every frowne from men, and e- 
very frowne from God, cafts them 


becaufe they have no exprience of 
the {weet and unchangeab!e nature of 
God. as Ezek. 22.14. Can thine heart Exck.22. 
endure, or can thine hands te ftrong sn \+ 
the daies that F {hall deale with thee: 
They being backfliden and departed 


from God they were not able to 


on Godasa father, when he aflicted 
them, as the Saints can doe; Doth 
God chide? yet they know tis in love. 
Doth God wound? all are fruits of | 
hislove. 

So now you fee howbold a Saint 
is with Gods.How bold in ftandi of 


How bold in. wrsins any thing 
D 4 ffom 


| 
| 


| 


4 
in 
rh 


4 Pratticall Divinitie. | 
from God; and all this by liveing 


with God, by liveing in God, and en. 
joying God. This man muft needs be’ - 


a bold man thar hath fuch inflowings 
of loves from God;what fhall! fucha 
man account deere for fuch a Gad> 


How was fer. in the Prifon> 
though put inthe Dungeon, where 


he fanke in the mire and was ready to 
ftarve? when he was taken out againe 
and remained in prifon,hecou!d not 
hold his peace;the power of loves con- 
ftrained him to f{peake what he had 
feeneandfelr. 

And fo Jobthough he was aflicted 
in his Eftate, in his children, in his 


rs. owne perfon, what ( faith he) though 


he kill me he deferves to be trufted in; 
I cannot forfake him for all this. 
-* And old Ely when there was fuch 
bitter things fpoken againft-him by 
God, faith he zt 7s the Lord let him do 
with me what feemeth him good. And 
thar is the higheft A& that isexpref- 
fed of him. And the reafon 
that 


| th 
h 
fc 
rc 
if 
| 
1" 
| 
San.3. 
| 1g, 
if 
| 
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that man that lives inGod ides lain 
God in himfelfe, what his heart is, 


| If we looke on God as he a&s out of 


himfelfe and not as he acts in him- 
felfe, there is nothing but changes, 
to day ficke, tomorrow well; to day 
in to morrow Not yeare 
rich, next yeare porres Now if . 


we thall judge that God changes as 


our condition ehanges, what come I:.:.17, 


fort? But God in his nature 1s one & 
the fame, no changes zor fhadow of 
turning, alwaies alike. Againe a faint 
in God lives in the will of God,Gods 
willis allin all to him. And this is 
that whichbrings him upto that rai- 
fedneffe and height of fpirit; he fees 
God in what ever hedoth to act his 
owne bleffed will on him, and fo he 
fee but that accomplifhed, therein 
he refts and rejoyces, becaufe he lives 
above aloft, he lives in the Center, in 
the Fountaine of loves. If we live in 
the ftreames, tf we live below among 


the Creatures, there is nothing but 
trouble 


* 
j 


ur alla 
Yet in the mothadughct agi 
. lontcof God. he finds loves 


this life fences all, and 


lat: way, ¢bbing and 

theCenter, thie Founsain, .the 
Regions ate: quiet, Rill; compoled. 
fatcisied becaule if Godd 

he lives im providence: above 
above reafons Region 
| and. therefore. when 
And 


you wouldfay! wil not beleeve hi 


P ofticall: Di 33 
experienceof tht lovesof God.fiow> 
ing‘warme from the heart) of God 
as we , 
afreindwhom we know: aiid. 
have inti inh; «if 
this aivor that thould bring tales of 
evillintendetiby him rowards yous 


for Icknow him {owell that th 
thing isimpoffibletobetrue; Sodoe 
the Saints find.God fuck atruc freind 
foch an intimate clofedteind, thar 
shath fo much expreft his Jove to them 

finthe Law, Hell, Dea 
lpthe: Worlds\Providen 


that 
the Di 
or whoeverthould bringthem ill.ty- 
idingsfromitheir fathersh (fay they) 
foowelljt 


sap the Souleto.a highp yea 
and 


have fuch tweet fuchfrequen 
ments with ‘him, that chinke 

a higher 
This 


96, _—~Prafticall Divinitie, 
enjoyment tranfcends ped | th 
fleights‘all other enjoyments below, | | 
it, wttranfcends Nature, it tranfeends 
Reafon, it tranfcends external! pros 
vidence, and all the rougheft actiags 
thereof .. Letnever fo high accufati- 
ons be layd on the Saints, they va- 
lue them nor, their life with God 
makes up alls; As fome have laid di? 
‘yers accufations on «me and on the 
fome are Truthsyand we are 
to maintaine Ct we 
to death ; | 
if charging upon us that we never faid 
norheld, and all to make us odious 
| to the World; As for inftance that 
[fhould fay, there was no.other ufe 
of Chrift but to declare: love to the 
World; and forthis end he came and 
for no other. Who eversholds it for 
my part I count it an errour, my 
Judgment is otherwife, I hold no 
{uch thing, I difclaime it; Chrift 
came to fattisfie and anfwer a law 
as well as to make out love; an 
t 


| 


| themfelves at thefe things, ler the 
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though thefe ahd the like,and fictro- 
therthingsmay be fathered, upon us; 
partly through darkenes; not feeing 
and enjoying Truth, & partly 
malice, to lay to our charge, ‘thé 
things we never kne w nor held ; yet 
we hope God will vindicate his 
Fruth and: vindicate his. fainrs, and 
Truth fhall burne and flame out fo 
glorioufly,that he will make all op- 
pofers and ‘flanderers afliamed, there- 
fore let not the faints much trouble 


Creature be ftill and -filent, and let 
God alone, he is but working a way 
for hisowne praife, in confounding 
his enemies, and vindicating the 
fimplicity of the faints, who ~ 
live with him and in him | 

to their everlafting 


tA 


com anc 
| Beloved 


.... 


Eloved freinds, thatT 
fredkélitito you'at this: prefart, 
be! front ‘the’ word Of God, it 
thé 6 of Cant} 9 
Dove’ my bine on one 
Whe is the only ‘one of ber wmorber, 
the choice one of her that bare her.” 

whidh T thall ‘fpeake to: 
at this time: fhalbe only frém 

tele words on” the foregoing wordt 
Bit fo much dépen dance there 1S, that 
as‘you may fee in the former words, 
that the Datighters of Ferw/falem cn 
quire 6f thé’ ‘Spoufe Chrift where 
ber beloved 38 the had Torfet him out 
and ex preffedther ardént”affection'to 
him eat they begin 'towonder & de- 
fireto {ee what a one hér beloved was, 
béeeainfe the was fo ravifhed with him, 
fay they in the firft verfe, whether 


mo. 


thy 


de 
n 
fee 
C 
| di 
if 1S, 
tr: 
| 
th 
| 


~ 
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thy beloved gone, ob faireft 

women, whether is thy beloved: turned 
afide that we may feek bimwith thee? 
fhe anfwersthem in the next verfes, 
My belovedis gon downeinto bis 
den, to the beds of (pices, to feed in the 
Gardens and gather Lillyes. And I am 
my beloveds and my belovedis mine, be 


feedeth ‘among the Lillies. And then 


Chrift in the next words ‘begins: 
difcribe and fet out what: his 

is, anid anoromnizes her in:all 
trafttire and beauties, not only 
to him 
through his ut her, 

alfo how fruitful is Spoufeis i is in the 
énjo ing her beloved that ither’s not 
one barren | them, fo amiable 
every way that Chrift was -tavifhed 
with ber beaty; therefore: faith he) 


turne away thine eyes from they 


baveovercomeme, os 
But rhen*this. difcription might 
breed this objection are all ‘fo beuti? 

full and comly? are all fo: an 4 
that 


ti 
| 
ta 


—— 


tharthere.it not on barren.amongh 


6o Prailicall D 


them; they are feverall and of {eyeral] 
tempers and. judgements netherdo 
t 


they all appeare fo fruitfullas he de 


>? he an{wers all in this ninth 
verfe My Dove my undefiled is but one, 
Alb Saints.in Chrift arebut one; men 


‘of the world, and poore Saints; weak | 


Saints, thar fee not their privi 

by Chrift, they are ready to fay how 
ean this be, that the Spoufe of Chrift 
isfo beurifull fo fruitfull, they feeie 
otherwife, they can fee no beuty.in 
them, they. bring forth bur little 
weake and it, here is fome 
of this way and fome of that fellows 
fhip, fome.of this Judgement and 
forme of that, fome are in a Church 


1, I but forall that, though among 
they yet in 
rift they are but one; You, ’ts 
trne,’ ares a differrence but that 
fhould not be, This is but the fol 


way and fome are not, fome are Cote | 
and fome are,uncongrega+ | 
th 


is 
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andwweakneffe of men, but feeand 
looke upon) them as they? are»in 
(Chriftpand you fhall fecthey areonc 
‘to himjas rhey:are in and live 
with himand:in him, they: are ffuit- 
fulljthough not as they are in them- 


_felves.. The that I apprehend 


thefe words hold forth are thefe. 
Do#. ThatwChrifts Church ts 
Chrifts Chrifts Church 
is Chriftssiifidefiled Dove, 3 Doé. 
That Chrifts@hurch orChriftsDove 
is not divided but is one:and united, 
Now for the firft of thefe,if you aske 
why Chrifts Church is called Chrifts 
Dove: Lconceive for — in 
two regardsy firft in regard of their 
Priviled a how much they are ten- 
hime and fecondly in regard 
ldrious and amiable 
by him. 1.Confidering how precious 
theyare to him, what affections he 
hath let ourtothem, the deareft loves 
and the very heart*of Chrift rannes 
out to them) ingly, folely, nothing — 
that 


— 


thatsis in the very bowells:andiheam 
of :Chrift,is too deare: for 

erved 
loves of the life of 
God is tieaftired up in Ghrift for hig 
Saints; and when once they havefore 
faken themfelves, then to be 
by them, and delightedin, for evershe 
thinkes nothing. too “hit 
Spoufe : he-hath nop only filled 
felfe for them;:bur emptyed: 
forthem, poured out his own blond) 
his owne life;his owne glory to 
them, to inrichthem. 
Chrift thewes how precious 

areto himsfirft in regardofthe plaat 
where faint, that ts, in bi 


very bofome hisyvery hearty 
not only in his common 


imhisvery heart, he»never:deaves 
afaint, till he bring in from. to 
deerees intobimfelfe;thar the 


| 

| 

| 

: 

| 

| 

| tion 
Ay 

* 


himfelfe. And that 
acquainted: with this life 
and none elfe;' others 
know:nee what it means,l\ was 
| he) a: flave under the Law, itty 
tannizédover me; hatd leffony 
had fet me, 
and many a bitter ftripe ;and kee ini 


fodlerhar is 


} and many .achard task 


and freed me,’ 


he that 


ine, in ail 


oves in every 


arid od are, fay 
‘but thofe 


that have thet, read; feehey 


tyrannie 
under ‘letter whic 
(lifttutned nothing but death and hell; 
hisdoves in‘ fet 

and now can 


his 


and félé 


| in them: This. is Sashes por 
| tion Liarlyito live wi brritto 
| te of ’Tis 


| the worlds porti 
and not injoy 


flowings 


onto live under lifes 
life; buf a (aitit lives iti 
lifes fife: and*he-are, , they are 


| by intothevety-over- 


| | 

| 

| 


= 


sUinitie. 
flowingsof loves, they live in the 
of loves , 
with loves; Chrift comes to them | : 
continually, fups with them, wra 
up in admiration of : 
and fillsthem with divine loves, — 
Secondly , Chrift declares how 
precious faints areto him, by taking 
all advantages to do them gout, 
fin, by forrowes, by fufferings, by af- | 
flictions 5 life, by death, every way; 
none of all thefe but Chrift makes 
them advantages.and helps to them, | 
When they wraftle with fin it would 
_ be toohard for a faint if Chrift did | by! 
helpthem, and fin would get the | 44, 
advantage overthem ; fhould Chrift | 
but leave us in a temptation, we welt | ' 
undone,but Chrift comes with a com 
guering unrefiftable power, & refcuss | 


us from fin, and brings us over to the | ont 
loves of himfelfe. his 
$oalfo in affiG&ion,the faints they | yor 
maoyle and toyle, and.are even on 


out in it, that they know not what in no 


| 

| 

j 

| 
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do,that they are ready to give 
lay downe all, then Chrift he comes 
in and f{upports, and ra under his 
| hand to ftay the foule from finking ; 
when our own ftrength isdone, then 
Chrift comes in; nay, we many times 
| wraftle our felves into great ftraits ; 
Chrift comes now. and releafes us ; 
} that when we lofe our felves,he gaines 
us, and wraftles us into his owne loves 
and glory; “he ravifhes us with his 
lovesjand then alfo is he ravifhed with 
our loves as you fee in thischapter. _ 
| they are made glorious 
by him, and with him, as Daved faith, 


. They are like the wings of a Deve co-* L68. 
vered with filver, feathers 
yellow gold, *tis a metaphor mu 

'| and glorious coloured oe to fet 
‘| out how Chrift beautifies, and makes 
his faints glorious and amiable. The 
|| very fame glory that is on Chrift, is 
on a faint ; Chrift and a faint have 


not two different lives, two different 
E 3 glories; 


- 


* 
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66 Pratscall Divinitie.. 
fories ; but both one andthe fame, 


4 eet the Apoftle, As be ss, fo are mee 
‘7: in this world. Brethren , the life of’ 


{aint is a mifteric, Chrift and they 
live in the injoyments each of other, 


the lifeofa faint is internall. 


Surely friends, let me tell you, ’tis 
not knowne by partaking of fellows 
fhips and ordinances, although. wee 
ought to partake of them, -and hold 
them forth to the world, but thebear- 
ty of the life of Chrift confi fts inthe 
injoyment of Chrifts Joves ; fo that 
the foule, sis. therein centred and f- 
tisfied, as itisexprefled 17. Foh, Tho 


me and I 1k them, Ana they ih me, 
that they may be made perfect one All 


faintsthey are beloved with the fame 
loves that the Father loves the Sonne, 


the fame riches,the fame life,the fame 


love, the fame glory is beftowedion 


1, them. We are now in ‘this life, 
~ 3-4 heavenly places in Chrift, many 


thinke they thall have this life hereah 
ter, when they fhall-come 


b 

q 

| 

| 
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burthofe that live this life, they ‘are 
in heaven here, and now 12 heaven- 
ly places ; and herein isthe great mi- 
| ftake among Profeffours, they dopot 

live in and with Chrift here; they ufe 
ordinances, and hold forth a profeffi- 
on and herereft ; bur for this heavenly 
life, this intumate uniting life, they 
looke not after ir, they expe& it not, 
they know it not , they live it not. 
Oh brethren / did you but know this 
life in experience, you would never 
reft till you were if it, and were com- 
prehended by it, (for I pray mark)that 
» this life muft comprehend you, and 
Not you it; you do not know,be'oved, 
what manner of men you fhould be, 
were you in it, doth yet appear e, 
fayesthe Apoftle, what wee fhal Lee, 


butiwhen he {hall appeare in {ball 


(ee him as he ts, we {ball be made like 
_ bim, Chrifts life fhall be in us and - 

we in him. : 

We may talke of this life,but*when. 

‘we live this life, then we fhall know 
ai E 4. it 


| 
| 
| 


own partsand with, the good opini- 
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it,then we fhall be {wallowed up of 


it; I my jelfe knew it not what it 


meant, though I often {poke to you of 


it, till of late; and alas thar we fee 
and have of it, 1s bur little {mall gli 
merings of this life. In truth I now 
perceive there is but little injoyment 
of Chriftin the world, this life is a 
hidden life, men talk of it,Chriftians 
talke of it but alas how coldly, with- 
out affection, withoutlove without o- 


verwhelmings, which fhewesthey live 


without it, did you know this life,and 
did you live in the heart and loves of 


-Chrift, in the embraces of Chrift, it 


would make us live othergue fle lives 
then wedo. Oh beloved, how full of 
loves and fweetnes fhould we be? how 
full of felfe-denial! > how much feek- 
ing the good of others as your own ? 
it does not make men of that harfh 
cenfuring, judging {pirit, that is now 
{o rife in the world. it does not make 
men fo fweld & fly-blown with their 
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ons6f others, if ~ had it, it would 
make you live-tarre above all thefe 
things. And fo far as any mans life 
and comfort runs not parallel with 
thefe things, taly let him be never 
fo great in profeffion ; in good carneft 
| he lives yet in the fleth, and is not 
gotten into the life of Chrift, Chrift 
and they are not of one, but of two 
contrary {piritsand lives. But oh the 
fweet tran{cendent loves, joyes, Over- 
commingsthat Saints enjoy,who live 
with Chrift, and in Chrift, they live 
in loving, and love in living, Chrift 
and they are of one f{piritjas 16 Ezek, 16-Eze. 
6.When I pal ed ty thee, I (aw thee pol- * 
lutedin thine owne bloud, I {ard unto 
thee when thou waft 1n thy bloud, live, 
and I caufed thee to multiply, &c. and 
thenthy time was a time of loves, &c. 
then waft thou comly through my comli- 
nefoethat I had put upon thee.Chrift 
makes his Spoufe beautifull with his 
owne beauty ; but we for the moft 
part thinke highly of our felves, wor 

| 0 
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of our own beauty,and arecomly 
themfelves,through their own comli- 
nefle, and therin they glory;andmoft | 
inthe world runne this way in pra- | 
#tife, though in judgement they deny 
it; but he who is come up to Chrift, 
to have his beauty put on him; his life 
and his injoyments; he hath put off 
himfelfe, he hath put of his own life, 
his own beauty, hisowncomlineffe, 
and what ever injoyments come from 
felfe.all thefe he iscrucified too. . i 
But this is a life none come too, | t 
nornoneknowes what it is inthe in- 
joyment of it, but he that has it. So ia 
much for that Head. Weecometoa | \ 
t 
| 


f{econd thing to be confidered, that is, 
why they are called Doves, and that 
is in regard of the Saints property. | 
‘The property of Doves is to be full of | 
innocencie, and fecondly full of love, 
and thirdly full of delight. 

Firft, full of innocencie, a Dove ts 
the harmleffeft creature in the world, 
fo are the faints; the meekeft, the 
harmleffeft 


~ 


| | 
| 
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harmlefleftof all men; if they be -re- 
viled, they revile not agaime; they’ e+ 
f{teeme not of the praafings or revi- 
lings of the world, becaufe they have — 
no life in the world, nor of the world, 
’ as faints. If they have, they live be- 
low themfelves, they live apart from 
Chrift;they are of fo mortified a tem- 
per in any worldly refpe@, if they 
live with Chrift, and in Chrift, thar 
they cannot thinke any thing a gaine 
in the world,nor any thing a Loffe: if 
they lofe any thing, houfes , lands, 
wives, children, honours, thefe they 
account no lofle becaufeto them they 
were no gaine;tf they gain any thing, 
‘they count ist not gaine, except they 
gainetheir life init; and that is Gog 
himfelf chrift himfelf;to have God in 
all they have,or elfe they account they 
have nothing,& if they have nothing, 
if they live as 1 before fhewed you,in 
thevery bofome and heart of Chrift, 
and in the mutuad] embraces of .each 
other,that they can fay experimental- 


ly 


| 
a. 


y e 


ine, 
have no ‘in the 


For i fic thele things 


fo'Chritt be be in them; wich ditto. 
very of his {weetnefle and: loves!’then 
“They think it no-hard thing'to ‘bee 
loveset blind felfe-feckin 
theyewill,~ 
(piss irits; doc you’. 
your felves difturbed 
others revi ou live ia | 


4 
; 
4 
> 


Doves ate fingle-hearted 


faintssthey 


ali thofe that are not come up to 


in lo- 
ving isobfervedby fome, of fome 
Doves, and iftheir 
Mates haddied, they were fo affected 
with it, chey would:die alfo ; fuch 2 
refembiance is in the faints, they°are 
full of love to eachother, are fenfible 
of each others fufferings's doe 
not feeke to undoe,-vex, and defathe 
one another, bur pitty-atid helpe one 
another, they doe as they:would bee 
hey will not requite evill 


with evill, asdothe men.ofthe world) 


e 


ficad of being angry ortoyourfelves © 
yuu. pt » 
t oma 
and bafe | 
| t | 
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ving; and love by living, for ‘tis {aid 
ofthe Hindes and Doves)they have 
thefe three properties, firft,theyliveby. 
loving fecondly, they grow fruitful” 


ont loving. Thefaincs dothus; they: 
delight in love, they grow fruitfull 
by loving, and if they doe:not 

love. 1.T hey live by loving, they are. 


cafried out in the firft place in love | 


to Chrift, asthe caufe of their love ; 
for Chriftslovetothem, caufes their 
love to returne to him ; and they love 
Chrift alfoin the Saints, thefe loves 
arethe faints feaftsthey live byChrifts 
kiffine and embracing them, and by 
their kiffing and embracing C hrift, 
and alfo inkiffing-and embracing one 
anothers fpitits ; by communicating’ 
to each orher their expericnces oa 
enjoyments of Chrift ; theres no greae 
ter joy, nor higher a4 m them then-to 
a& love, thefe are the dainties they’ , 
feaft on, then are they a 


‘they delight in loving;they five | 


= 


by loving ; and thirdly, they die withe 


| | 

a 
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> | in their {pitits,and then aret 


hey moft : 
| full of Chrift. Secondly, Doves are» 
made fruitfull by loving, fo are the + 
faints; when thrive they more then 
when they havethe {weeteft commu. 
‘| nion and are moft open to one ano-" 
ther,to each others injoyments,and fo 
kifle and embrace each others fpirits > 

No fooner hath a faint kift rhe heare 
of Chrift, but it is made fruitfull by 
that very kiffe, by that embracement; 
and by thatenjoyment ; Thevery en- 
joyment of Chrifttmakes them fruit- 
full. Andthey cannot be otherwife. 
They being once cometothis, toen- 
joy Chrift they cannot be unfruitfull. 
Here isa faint then; his very’ love, his 
very nature provokes ro fruitfulneffe; 
| ifhe be not fruitfull, what ever he may 
| betaken for, asa great Chriftian,be- 

_caufe a great profeffor shee never yet 


“or * 


Chrift, never yet knew what 
the loves, the overcomming tranfcen= * 
| dent loves of Chrift were. 
Fruit fulneffe is:tmade over to. the 
foule 


j 


ppetting of the pores ofthe Body, then 
| « blond interchanges 


2 


Chrift inro*the faints:im. | 


the world, if the warm heart-bloudof 


runs JL 
terchangeably as Chritks 
pen'to you, fo is yours. 
there fecret Gonvayafice to cach 
| die ; I pray faints as 
life dics, their 
joy livétincomfortably and 
as dying,asifthiey had no life, I {peak 
now in regard otactings 
he nor ove. “h dic! he may 
and yethe asgood as fe 
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Chritt not run , “and lave free 


courfe intro ‘his foule ; the faint: acts 
notasa faint; but yer he may ac in - 
worthip; but,tis but.to him 


& to his own credit and honour; 
id yet have no life 


men, Or for forme 


as a faint. and Chrift 


is aSdeadl, and nor; and therefore 
it 18, fometime a taint has Overflow- 


{pi inlanged, his 


‘{putithas no another time he 
is Bound up, ft the ports of — 
his fouleare locktup; hehath noin- — 
tercourfe of loves fron Chirift, and 
therefore has no breathitigs, ho decla- 
rations of loves to no 
eXperieric is Wrapt Up in him- 

this makes (che. foule: being as” 


fenfiblle of this as of death (for ‘tis. 
| adeathto him ) this thakes him to 


goe to Chrift, and comiplaine heavily; 
Oh ! how he gronesati 


till till his loves 


come 


> 
| 
| 
— 


it 
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come into him againe,and caufe him 


‘toactaeid live. Oh! fayes he, let my 


Chrift come into me or I die, I cannot 


live ; ‘tis true ( {ayes he) here is ordi- 


nances, and here is a fellowfhip ex 
ternally ; but whats all this, if m 
foule be frozen, if my heart be bound 
up; if I live within my felfesif I have 
not intercourfes and returnesof loves, 
from my beloved, I die,I die. 

Now beloved, would you have me 
make fome ufe of this point from the 
particulars thereof ; I hope you have 


denethat your felves as I went along, 


but I willa littlemake out fome ufes, 
I cannot be large becaufe of the time 


and my owne weaknefle; and I would 


make it out to you of what I have 
found in my own experience ; though 


‘I mutt confeffe ir is but lately,and no 


great light neither; there are depths, 
there are glorious tranfcendent truths, 


_in thefe experiences;but oh! how dark, 


at how {malla crevice doe wee {e¢? 


How fhort doe we come? I tell you, | 
4 though 


4 


ie 
Ie 


— 


&ifed them, becaufe I knew. them; 
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though I have many times {poken of 
thefe things, yet how coldly,:no ta- 
vithings; no inlargings, nO Overcom- 
mings of fpirit, how bound up? 
truth is, I had the Theorie inmy un- 
derftanding, and {rhought I haa pra- 


but ‘tis bur new, ’ris but fmall the ex- 
perience of them;but God wil reveale 
and lead on his faints from ftep ro 
ftep ; that they fhall go from ftrength 
to ftrength, digging up fountaines call 
they appeare before the Lord in Zi- 
on ; Profeffors talke much of heaven, 
bur I profeffe they never were in hea- 
ven, nay never will be, if they come 
nor to this lite; you hope itmay bee ~ 
this life will bee hereafter. Bur I 
tell you, your heaven is here as well as 
hereafter in a degree: be not deceived 
to perf wade vour felves you are faints, 
and you are Chriftians, and have not 
this life, we have defcribed ; fo farre 
nemo your fins, you are yet be- 
w Chrift, you are yet in your {clves, 
you 
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-youare not come up to the life of a 
Chriftian, to the life of a Saint, 
Vfes, from the particulars; firftare 
thefajnts fo happy in their priviled 
ges, that they are Chrifts Doves, and 
fo precious to him?is it the priviledge 
a portion of the faints to be fo pre- 
ciousto Chrift ? then take this as the 
firft confectory, this will follow, ifit | | 
Then they will not to be pre- 
cious to you will not 
| 


troubled though the world, th 
men, though friends, though enemies 
regatd you not ; fo you be precious to 
Chrift, this is a for you ; what 
though fuchta friend fpeake evill of | 
ou >? what thongh fuch a Profeffor | 
loves you not ; and there another pro- 
feflour fufpects you, and you are trou- 
bled ; Why faints, where is your life, 
inthe world or in Chrift > if in the 
world, no marvell you are troubled; 
no matvell you are offended; if 
your life bee in Chrift, (you yi 


» 
— 


2. 


| 
| 

| 

if 

4 


fay) what matter; fo Chrift thinkes 
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recioufly of you; if you have the “ 
we@& and mutuall embraces of 
Chrift ; and your fpirits run into each 
other, and kiffle and embrace each o- 

ther, here would be your reft. 
Secondly, obferve from the next 
particulars, is aarp. in the heart of 
Chrift, too good for faints 2 does 
Chrift embrace, falute, krfle, ravith, 
the faints in his tranfcendent loves? 
Does he endow them with the fame _ 
glory he himfelfe hath with the Fa- 
ther >? for I muft put things together, 
{trength will not hold out to take 
them all feverally as the things de- 
ferve. Have any of you felt ‘thefe 
things in your owne experience ? I do 
not aske you, if you have had the 
knowledge thereof in your under 
ftandings, but. haue you enjoyed 
them, and found the loves of Chrift, 
fo large, fo overcomming to your 
foules? doe you fee and fecle, that 
Chrift thinkes nothing in his very 
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it will worke. 
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heart too good for you ? The Scrip 
ture indeed isvery full to prove this, 
I need nor cite them, but haveyou 
made proofe thereof ? are thefe things 
foro you? are they proved by your 
injoyments ? then I wall tell you what: 


- * Firft, nothing that you have will 
_betoo precious for Chrift, Chrifts 
_ very heart, his life,his riches,his loves, 
ns glory, is not too precious for you. 
And your very heart, your “life, you 
will not think too precious for him, 
much leffe your honour, your riches, 
your credit ; I tell you friends, no- 
thing will be too: deare 'to part with, 

_. fo you may be taken up to thefe in- 
joyments; you will tread upon all as 
dirt, asdung, fo you may gaine the 
loves, and embraces of Chrift. Will 
friends, will honours, will parts, will 
ordinances, ftand you in fuich ftead as 
the loves of Chrift 2 will they lay you 


inthe very heart and bofome of 
Chrift 2 willthey redeeme you aa 
the 


F 
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the law and fet you free ? will they 
take you from under the power of the 
killing letter, which threatned no- 
thing but death and hell ? will the 
take all advantages todo you good. 
by fin,by affiAions? will they come 
in and helpe you, when you are quite 
worne out? will they helpe you out 
in ftraits ? No,no,they will not, they 


cannot : but all they can doe, is but to 


lay yau in their owne bofomes, they 
cannot helpe againft the terrours of 
the Law ; they takeall advantages to 
doe you hurr, cannot helpe. you 
out of ftraits, ‘but rather hel pe you in- 
to ftraits, &c. The faints, as faints, 
they looke on all outward .com- 
forts thus, and how then can they bee 
in love with them ; they looke on 


them as chaffe, as ftubble, as nothings 


their life, their loves, their treafure ts 
in the loves of Chrift, and having 
Chrifts heart, running out to them 


-and theirs to his ; Thou in me, and I telat 
them, and they in me: This much 73° 
F 4 you 


84 
you hold forth by your profeffion of . 
Chrift, and if it be fo, thew} wonder 
why fomething of yours.1s too good 
-forhim; if you loofe your hononr, 
your good namé,your eftates for him, 
deales hardly with you ;.and well you 
may, if he beftow not himfelfe upon 
you ; but had you as good a thing in |. 
the roome of that. you’ lofe, you | 
would never repine; if Chriftbefuch | 
happinefie, fuch riches, fuch ravifhe,. 
angs,fe that he is better then all things © 
elie’; whats the reafon you fticke fo 
much upon .the creature ? whats 
the reafon you~come not off to this © 
reafon that-ye comene 
. make no more haft, have 
amore longings to it?,But frends, 
were you in.thearmes, .in the embra- 
—cesof Chrift; you would repent you” 
camenofooner into thefe joyes-and 
Joves; that. you were no fooner cru 
cified to the fleth, and to your felves. 


beloved, tell you, you. would 


ii. 


— 


: 


4 


| Diamonds and Pearles, 


| ftrawes, thefe nothings were thy. 
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pofition to.Chnft. But asI'told you: 
before, they dee love, wife, friends, 


children, but ’cis in Ghrifty-as Chrift 


appears to them, in thems But friends, 
where is your great boafting of your — 


profeffion.and Chriftianity, and 


ving to. Chrift, if thefethings befo» 
If Chrift takeaway ftrawes and give 
what caufe 
haft thou tocomplaine ? If thoudok 
complaine for the lofing of thefe 


_| Straws, itis fgne forall chy boafting 
Cc 


thou haft no Pearles; 


Pearles and thy Diamonds. : 
Againe, is a faint made glorious 
Chrift, and is Chriftand hisglory all 
one? then were you made glorious 
by Chrift, you would be {wallowed 
upinthe loves of Chrift, youcould 
not live apart from Cheift, but you 
fhould live in Chrift.You have heard 


thisis your priviledge, as faints ; you 
not live inoneregion,and Chrift 
| in. 
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in*ahother, but you. thal! injoy ‘the 
fame life, the fame joyes, the fame 
prefence of Chrift 
inhimfelfe?then ‘tis not to be enjoyd 
elfe-where ;:“tis-not ‘in fellow thips; 
*tis not in Ordinances, fimply confi- 
-@ered ; yet'thefe ye ateto ufe to hold 
forth the difcipline of Ghrift to the 
world, yet not to reft in thefe ; thefe |: 
diftinguifh you externally from the 
merniof the world; but you will bes 
of the world ftill for all them, if you 
_ ‘enjoy no more but bare ordinances, 
Whis I fpeake, becaufe many fatisfie} c 
 themfelves in this , in receiving | 
‘outwardly the ordinances, and that} t 
‘they ate accounted Profeffours, and 
fequeftred from the men of the world, 
‘and becaufe they are found in fuch} 
‘and fuch fellowfhips, ‘being weéll| 
‘thought om by others ; alas thefe will 
; for all thefe you 
‘may haveno more life then the then} 
ve 


| 
2 
| 


B 


‘walke up and downe in loves, 


glorified in your fpirit, (here is 


live inthe bofome of Chrift,-and in 
the glory of ‘Chrift, but hee-is madé 
one with Chrift ; Saints, they are not 
only made hereafter; as moft 


Profefloursrun away with that; bur 


they are admitted and fiave fome en- 


trance into heaven here;they liveas 
Saints,they walkeas faintsjthey trade 


as faints, they live with Chritt ; 


compafies them tound about, they are 
fwallowed up of loves; they live in 
loving, and love in living yordinances 


ate but thels;but faintswhilethey are 
eating the kernel! themfelves,and live 


cracking the fhell to others, 


thereby.Alas friends,you may be par- 


takers of all externallordinances,you 


may: fubmit to’ Baprifme, you may 


come into a right order of a Church 


way, you may frequently break Bread 
eogether, but whats all this friends? 
this is but the thell ofthe bufineflé, 
the hyske, the bone; but is Chrift 
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life) and you in his Spirit, héte is the 
kernell, the marrow; doe you live as 
he lives ? are you made one in {pirit 
truly friends,examine,and look wel to 
r felves, for mine owne part, often 
I {poken to you,& taughtto you, 
that which I found not in experience; 
--yet Ithought I had; but truly I find 
now I comprehended them,yer I was 
not comprehended of them ; I knew 
not what eating the kernel! was, nor 
 tafting the marrow , the {weetnefle 

Againe, are faints well and fitly 
called Doves, in regard of liveing in 
loves, and by being made fruitful 
~ by loving, and inregard they cannot 
live except they love ? then obferve 
thatthe people of God, are an in- 
nocent people ; they are innocent, 
to the Law; Chrift hath fulfilled 
it for them, and freed them from the 

Law, and brought them to peace and 
liberty from under the power of the 
killing letter, 


Againe, 
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Againe.are the faints.no felfe-feek- 
ers but felfe-deniers? then I wonder 
what means that rough and rugged 
carriage in thofe that fay they live 
with Chrift, and in.Chritt, and injoy 
Chrift; &yet their life is muclrin fee- 
king todefame others , and to fet up 
themfelves: This is not to live as faints 
this is farre from the carriage of 
faints, this is not to live in loves,& to 
srow fruitfull by loveing ; the carri- 
age Of a faint is (you have heard) to 
feeke anothers good as their owne : » 
Thefe then live not inChrift;but they 
live in the world, Chrift and they live 
in two contraryRegions;thefe declare — 
they yet live in the Creature, in felfe, 
in flefh:thefe feek for honour of men; 
and nor of Chrift ; fo they may but 
fet up themfelves, it matters not what 
becomes of their brethren. As thofe 
that love Honour or Riches or what 
elfe in the World, fo they can but 
get them for themfelves, they care 
not how many fuffer for it, fo ae 
ave 


f 
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have it: are thefe (beloved: brethren ) 
asliveas Chrift lives? rhofe that 
-revile becaufe they are reviled, nay 
revile when not reviled; how farre ts 
this below the praStice of faints > 
fuch men proclaime and hold it forth 
they are no faintsin practice, what 
ever they would have the ‘World or 
Gods peoplethinkeofthem. | 

The faints, (you fee)they underva- 
lue all mans reviling, it is to farre be- 


low thems to revile againe,to returne | 


evill for evill; you fee they are paf- 
five in fuffering,but active in loving: 
the other are 
felfe-boafting, and they yet Jive in 
the fiefh, and are not comcto live 
in and with Jefts Chrift. 

Againe, obferve from the fecond 
thing that the faints grow fruirfull 
by loveing and delight in loving,then 


they ar¢ not conftrained bythe law | 


to duty , but they love it of them- 
felves, it is no forced thing in them ; 
they do not task and force them felves 
to 


proud, felfe-fecking, | 
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[to obey Chrift but it is their nature, 
and they work freely, their lives are in 
loving, andin loving they have their 
. Till men come to live this life, 
thefe things, to allmen elfe are a hid- ,. 
miftery ;and if a miftery no mar- 
vell then men fo much miftake in fet- 
this life, and whata Chri- 
ftian 1s, for no man knows itnor hits 
it right bur he that lives it, for. all 
elle, live and grope inthe darke and 
few attaine to it. 
Some men fay this isthe Chrifti- 
an,and fome that is the Chriftian, 
and it may be miftaken in both, for 
they make Chriftians according to 
their owne fancy ; ifhedo but jump 
with them in opinion,this is enoug 
to hold him up a Chriftian, oh! 
he muft needs be the godly man, and 
and yet fee not that rule the word 
holdstorth in the life, marrow, & mi- 
ftery of it: but beloved it will be fo,e- 
very man judges by what light he has; 
& if his light be falfe or dark,fo nore 
muft 


| 


Ahave experi 


the Matrow: of ordinancés: 
faythetimne will come, thar there 


muft his fudgement be. Yetanmy ex } 
petience fee but it . 
Of that weight of pory that be 
revealed upon the fonns of truth. 


; 1 perfveaded ,ere lon 
willipitk out himfelfe 2° choit® 
ple; how her is ome hat to do 


bout Chitirches and 
fee Cif eke | 
Hot) ere longs’ Congtegarions 
Out of Congregations Men that 
ienée of this ‘Life-of livi 
withtGod. And+the ordinances fhalh 


yetthey fot reft-in ordinatices, Gur 


willbe a people who: kiffe and 


eyes have feene. 


Wee fhould nosrhave further pro-, 
thefe 


Beéyet more and more putified ; and 


brace one another in fpitit, ‘andifhall 
live in loving injoying one 
ther, farre “mire thea ever, 
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Pthefe, from the words, Dove my 


isnot defiled, but an ufidefi- 
Company. Thirdly, thateChrifs 
} Feundefiled Dove is but one; though 
be {cattered and’ divided here to 
men, yet ro Chrift they are but one, 
Pwhere wee fhould have fhewéd the 
many in thefedayesthat they 
Pty theig loves only to that congrega-_ 

it’. Pted-body of which they in ‘fel- 
lat Plowfhip with; and if they differ in 


to thém ; neither>doe they ac- 
Peount them of the number of Chrifts 
tindefiled Dove; groffe 
ishorance, and prodeeds from weak- 
nefle, ptide, and fOlly; and is-in- 
~ deed meere: Antichrift, and the fop-~ 
periesof meni scongregated,; or un~ 
fo théy bee. Chrifts 
otight to love them. But 
fttength faileth me, and fo I com- 
~.) mit you, and what hath been delive- 
fed, t0 the bleffing of God. 


leat is one. Do: That Chrifis 


judgement from thettifthey haveno 
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Puit. 4.11. 


I have learned in what ever eflate I 
therewith to be content. 


Be He firft point from 
Be thefe words is this. 
That contenta- 
tion , isa Saints lef- 
fon ; firkk, let us fee 
what a Saints conten- 
tation is? Secondly, the benefits 
that flow from a contenta- 
tran. . > | 
_ Firft what a Saints contentation 15, 
it is this; to bee content with God, 
 aadin God inall conditions; herein is 
G 2 only 


| 
| 
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only a true reft ; if it be in any thing 


 elfe-but God, it isno true reft; If edt 


hhOnour , or pleafure, or profit, or 
credit, ora plaufe, or riches, or any 


thing befides God doth give thee, 


reft ; thy reft and content is in the 
Creature, and mot in God : for then,as 


thefe things <bbe and ‘flow, fo doth 
thy, content. But hee whofe content |! 


» isin God, hiscontent is,as God ebbes 
and flowesto hin ; fo that if he have 
God and enjoy him, hee cares not 


iow the creature comes or goes. If | 


hee have richés,and not God in them, 
“he hath notrue reft. 

And on the contrary, if he have 
povetty, difgrace, bannifhment , or 
imprifonment, and enjoy ‘God, hee 
hath hisreft fill. Becaufe his con- 


tent isnot in, and with the creature, 
but it is in and with God; Gods will 


ishis reft. Hee that lives in the will 
of God, hee fees Gods will is beft 
for him ; and his will is fofwallo 


ed | 


but 
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edup in the will of. 
one with it, that hee: 
but inthis. 

And this life hee hath and) enj joyes 
Jnot by reafoning himfelfe into 
condition ; as,for a man to fay 
this is Gods will, and I muft be eae 
Ttent ; it is but a folly:toirefift his: 


helpe i it ; therefore I were better be: 


God pleafe, 
* Now this is not shies content of 


out grace may reach ; and in .this 
content moft are (atisfhed: and take 


| it to bee a Saints fubmiffion 5 and 


contentation when it isnot. 
But a Saints reft, content,and fae 
tisfaction, is not from reafon ; 


| from a fweet enjoyment of in 


every condition ; fo’ that in every 
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1, and: made, 
‘no 


will ; it muft bee fo, andI cannor. 


content, then to fight and ftrive:a-) 
Pgaintta it; for I cannot aemove it, till: 


Saints, bur that whi h reafon di-- 
Gates man, whiclt4a;man with- 
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condition; h¢e findes God fo fweer, 
fo ravifhing,that hee concludes; thefe 
conditions are beft for him, better 
then any other. And this man hee 
fees really; that God choofes his 
conditions better for him, then hee 
ean choofe for himfelfe; fo that 


this man -findes really, and experi- | | 


mentally, fuch enjoyments of God, 
fuch {parklings of love, fuch preci- 
ous experiences of grace {cattered 
up downe in thofe conditi- 
ons , that hee cannot wifh them 
otherwayes , except the will of God 
-beto changethem , and to put him 
into any other condition better for 
him. | 

For if hee defire health,or honour, 
orriches,or parts, or any other condi- 
tions, and therein finde not God and 
his glorious out-goings in his foule, 
and -experiences of his loves; hee 
hath no reft: but poverty and the 
contrary hee defires rather, fo hee 
may 


4 


| 


may have the enjoyment of his 
For I told you,it was God 
lone, and God in all things, and 
with all chings,was the true reft 
of Saints. His reft is not in this 

and that, ‘but God in this and 
- | that. forthat whether hee have 
d | this thing, or that thing, if hee 
| have not God in this, and that 
thing, he hath no reff, not asa 
n | Saint, {pray obferve that.! doe 
notdeny, but many men may 
have areft, buritis not a Saints 
reft, as a faint, and that which 
flowes from grace, and from 
the loves and embraces of God 
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Whether it low from reafon 


(asItold you before ) or whee 
thet it bee from injoying the 


creature, As many men that live 
below reafon, that live by fence 

they havea content and {atisfa- 
Gian. becaufe they haye the 
creature riches, or honour, or 
credir, or beauty, or parts, and 
they are herewith content: truly 
friends, this is nobetter then 2 
fenluall content, and this is farre 
fhorto! that content that comes 
fromvreafon.and therefore, much 
more of that which’ flowes 
from God and grace’, for he that 
hathis from G “and by en- 


joying that (weetnelfe of loves 
that 
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, thing without God, paTing be- 
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that is inthe will of God, hee 


lives with God, lives in God, is 
in the very bofome of God, in 
the véry heart of Chrift. 

And hee that liyes there, no 
marvell though hee regard not 
the motion. and alteration of 
the creature ; but as God alters 
tohisi injoyments. 

When hee enjoyes moft of 
God, then hath, hee the greateft 
content, though hee have the 
leaft of the creature , and when 
he enjoyes lefle of God, then 
hath he the leffe content though 
never fo much of the creature ; 
‘and the reafon is, becaufe no- 


{ 


‘Secondly, for the good, and | { 


for thofe benefits that Howe 
from this ¢njoyment , of God 
and from a Saints Content: 

“1 Heetharlives chis life, hee is 
efree from the combnftion of 
oppofition . for when God doth 


would have another, here now 


Gods will and tnans, fight, and | 


rufh one againft another , like 
two contrary ftreames of feas, 
‘which will tot mingle. Where 


thefe two wills meet, there |. 


muft needs bee much trouble, 
and great combuftion in’ their 
be 


the man cannot 


one thing;and the will of'man | 


— 


a Divinitiv. 

low God can be his reft. 
at 


fayes, im very sinjettled,” 


Andfucha man cannot 


¢an have no > lafting , true 
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wavering condition, like a wave of 
the Sea carried and toffed every 
way , and cannot receive any 
thing of the Lard , being donble 
minded , and unflable an all bis 
wayes. 

Hee would havea reft com: 
poled of God and the creature. 


wh of God in a faint-li 
till hee come to om 
Go ‘fngly and nakedly ; hee 


seft. 
‘Butdid we ref in God and 


not in the creatute, ‘wee fhould 
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be free from this combuttion: 


And fo farre a$ wee want it, 
fo farre wee are fhort of a 
{aint-like fatisfaGtion and reft. 
And where this content is 
not, there is that combuftion In 
oppofition, and refifting Gods 
will, (as | faid) like two migh- 
ty Seas that dafh one againft a - 


a foame, froth and filth caft up 
which annoyes the man. ; Adif- 


contented heart, that caf? up mire 


defilement. And as the Apottle, 
faith, this!man,  unjiable im all 
bis wayes, and carryed about. with 

every 


and this alterity in our (pirits. 


nother,and where that is,there is 


and dirt Much inne, froth,and 
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Praticall Divinitie. 89 
every Wind of Doctrine. Every 
wind of Doétrine changeth 
his opinion ; and certainly there 
is no man rightly eftablifhr , 
and groundedly firme in his 
Opinion, till hee come into this 
life, to live with God, and in 
God. 

But hee whofe will is emp- 
tied into the will of God, hee 
lives with God, and in God ; he 
fits aboue allche Alterity of the 
creature change this man from 
one condition, to another, hee 
changes not, as his condition 
changes, throw him into any 
condition, which way you 
will, hee ftill falls on hisleggs. — 


1 


9° Drvimitie. 

Thisis the man that David {peakes 
of, that he makéth to lye downe in 
greene patures and leads him befide 
the (till waters, he reftoreth bis foule 
and leades him in the path of righ- 
teeufnes for his Name [ake, and theugh 
he walke in the valley of the fhadow 
of death he will not feare; thy rod 
and thy flafle zs with me. and they 
comfort mee , they fee loves, and 
gaines, and proffits, and {weet ex- 
periences more precious then pearles 
in the very rods of God, and‘are full 
fatisfied with the goodnes of God. 
God fpreads them a faire Table in 
el of their enemies, and their 

ead is anoynted with oyle , 

and their cup runneth over, like the 
eyle ow Aarons head which perfu- 
meth alGods dealings,to them @& ruz- 
neth downe to the very skirts of thetr 
3- garments and like the dew of bermon, 
and as the dew on the mountatues of 
Zaan, for there he commandeth the 


blefing | 


Pr. 37-4 


| 

| 


 Praticall Divinitie. 
bleping even for evermore , and this is 
that David | arg off in the 37. 
Pf. 4. Delight thy felfe in the Lord Pfs3. 


t 
and he {hal give theé the defires of thine 
heart. Whats that thinke you ? that 
you fhall have riches, and plenty, 
and ¢redit, and eafe, and full tab- 
les and great earthly poffeffions 2 
No no, but that in the want or 
fullneffe of thefe things, you fhall 
have God to be your reft and con- 
tent ; that your will and Gods be- 
ing united, you fhall have.no de- 
fires but whats agreeable to the will 
of God. | | 

This is that dwelling inthe Land 
and being fed of God,as David {peakes 
inthe 37. Pf. 

For fo long as we live on the 
creature, we cannot have this {pi- 
ritual! life, and thefe divine prom:- 
fes made good to us; but of ne- 
ceffity, wee liveing on the creature, 
wee 
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92..." Praficall Divimtiét. 
wee muft be fubje& to the troubles 
diftraétion and changes of the crea- 
ture. 
As thofe that live in any ele 
“Ment muft needes be fubjeé&t tothe 
motions, Alterations and troubles of 
that element in which they live. As 
birds, or fifhes : birds live in the aire, 
‘if the ayre change and be infected, 
fo needes muft they: or fifth, ifthe 
element of water wherin they live be 
poyfon’d or difturbed fo are ‘they; 
and fo it is in this; thofe that 
live in the creature and with the. 
creature : muft needes fimpathize, 
and bee futably qualified to the 
creature, 
But be that fits above with God 
is above all change in the Creatures — 
element ; hee is felfe-deniéd to the 
world, andallinthe world. © 


_ 


Agaitie. 


> 
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Againe, thisds the way to 
| tion; fo far as we are fatisfied #ith 


drawes downe to the Eatth,to defile- 


awe live in perfeGion; I doe nor fay 
that perfonis perfe@, or without fins 
no, but fo farre as we live this life, fo 
farre we cometoward perfection, and 
live in 
The new man carries usto God and 
‘perfection ; it affends and €arries us 
upward, to God and Chrift: but fo 
farre'as we come not up to this life;fo 
fire wee live below God, and are 
drawne downward tothe Creature, 
tothe World, to Hell-ward, to Di- 
vell-ward: as one when he faw a Bird 
tyed with aftoné to her Legg, as fhie 
mounted to flee upward, ftilithe ftone 


| drew her downe to the Earth, and 


thereupon he fell a weepings becaufle 
it did fo fully réprefent to him his 
own Condition, hée could not but 
| Weepe. Grace carries and drawesa 
man onto perfection; but the old man 


a menr, 


jon, and live with God 5 | 
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ase Pratiuall Divinity, 

Agzatiinee this conditon of a Saints 
is a gathering condition ; it puts 
thimina,gathering way. I pray you 
Obferve it,thisma isthe thriving man, 
he only is in a thriving way; this man 
is liketogrow a rich man indeed. All 
our wayes are [cattering wayes; if we 
live onthe creature we gaine not, but 
-featter and lofeall ; he that lives this 
-lifeof.a Saint, that God has taught 

him thisleflon, flowing from hisown 
from the very heart of God, 


fuch precious flowers of experience, 
and gaines {uch precious Jewels and 
Pearles, that he counts himfelfrich in 
them, and in nothing elfe; If hee live 
befide God, he lookes ou himfelf asa_ 
man that {catters all; asagrowing to 
bea banckrupt ; one that hasno exe 


2 Tic. 


grace; Gedlineffe with content ( {ayes 
the Apoftle) # great gaine. Ther’sno 
true corent but in gaines by 
; the 


and the bofom of Chrift; he gathers | 


perience of the rich gainings of | 
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the rich éxperriences of Gods work. 
ings in the foule; to'fee which way 
corruption comes to be crufified, and 
he kild to the world and theworld’to 
him; to fee how his power and life 
comes in; and to abferve the elorix 
ous outgoings of God , and the man- 
ner of hisglorious and Godlike pro- 
ceedings with his foule; this fatisfies, 


‘and compofes his hearts to fee how. 


{weetly God hath conquered his 
foule, atid brought his willinto fubje- — 
Gion; that was fo taping, fo. rebelli- 


| ous, Phen he counts it all joy to fall inte 


divers téptations; knowing, & findin 
by experience,that the trying of faith — 


nothings, and {0 farre as he comes into 
this life of perfection ? to rejoyce in 
that he is made low; and be that is of low 


Aegree inthe creature, to rejoyce inthat 
he made tich in God, and highin Ri 


and he fees howpatience bringeth fort 


| experience and experience hope,and hope — 


maketh not 2 fhamed. 


worketh patience , to be intire wanting 


‘ 


Practical Divinity: — 
willnow come sofome fhort | 
ufes,asidiconfeories from this point, 
atid from the benefits thereof. 
fethe firft; ls contentation a faints 
leflon ¢ isa faints {pirit a fatisfied {pi- 
git@ then fo-far as any one of us have 
afatisfied {pirit, fo far we have not 
a Saints {pirit, fo far we are not faints; 
far as we are not fatisfied, content. 
ed, at reft and compofed, fo far wee | 
are fhort of God, and have not the life 
_ @£God; fo far as we livenot with | 
God and in God; For this is held out 
to.usin the very nature of God; God 
is inhimfelfe at reft, fer cne compo. 
feds no diftration in the Creature 
touches him , he fits-above; that is, 
hs is free from all changes and all al- 
terations in the world; fo is thatman | 
fo farre ashe is a Saint , being united 
and made one with God; though fie 
liveamong the creatures, as God has 
his being in and through all the crea- 
tures,yet he is not altered by the crea- 
tures; So hasthis man asheis a faint, 
“i | pot 
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pot his joy, his life,his riches his trea- 


| with thofe withings and wouldings as 


condition or that condition : but (fies 


Divinity. 


in the creature, but in and with 
God, aboveall creatures, 

: Againe, isa faintas he is a faint, of 
compofed fatisfted fpirit, compofed 
ofone {pirit ; for that is promiledin 

Jer. Iwill give them one heart,andone ‘er: 
themhe ts not ofa devided 37-39 
contented {pirit; hee is not troubled 


men below are; Oh that I had this 


he)let any condition come, fo I have 

God in it: God is my reft and not the 
condition; be it riches, orhealthjor 
thebeft condition wherein the men 
of the world, and fo farre as weare 
unregenerate,to thinktherein is reft;oh 
faies one, had but fuch a ones condi- 
tition, fach Lands, fich Honours, I 
Could be contented and fatisfied; oh 
faies another, had I not fuch enemies,+ 
were they but cut off&overthro wne,! 

fhould have reftsthis is not thetemper 

ofaSaintas afaint; But he fayes I have 

3 found 


Pratticall Divinstle. 

in, promifefullfilds rheve she |_ 

defire if ney heart, my isin God, | 2 
tell what toe with other 
then T have, what I have I would have; 
atid’ what I would have! have : if thou 
artinot come to this, thoy haift a devi- 


Some men they are ready to fay, 
and bleffethemfelves in theirconditi- 
onand fay, Ithanke Godlam conten- 
ted; whereinisthy content? thou 
hafta good eftate , and thou haft the 
defire of thy ‘heart in the creature; 
thou haft rare parts, or thou art ho- 
‘noured among men,& herein thouart 
fatisfied; and thou thinks this isa gra- 
cious content; thou doft not murmur, 
but bleffeft:God for thy condition ; 
alaffe,this is but fenfuall ,this is but na- 
ture ; if th 


were right, it 
would pot be in the creature but in 


God;Should God wheele thee into'a- 
nother condition , and wheele away 
thefeoutward Contents, then where | 
will be thy comfort? And fome who 
are 


ded heart. | | | 


| shat hebath topurchafé.this fieldwhere Mach. 


Pradticall Divinity. AS 
dré gone alittle 
} and fay, I bleffe God 1am contenty? 
am in poverty,in difgrace, in prifon,; 
&c. Jam perfwaded to fubmit 
becaule itis fo and it cannot be 
therwaiess tis therefore bettet to ‘bee: 
conten’, then to fight againft thecon= 
ditid,except J could help it;this isbat" 
reafoninga mans felfe into content, 
this contentis not a Saints contefits 
that is, to becontent as feeing an 
| cellencyin this conditions as feeiag: 
beawry, and loves, and the 
outgoings of Gods proceedings; Theres. 24. 
have feen thy O GOA: art iW. 
the Sanctuary , therefore the Perens. 
love thee; 01 the {parkting pearlesand 
diamonds this foule difcoverss expert- 
ences worth ali che worlds he fellsial 


the(e jewells are. But’ he that reafons*3: 
himielfe to reft, he is not fatisfied nor 
content, though he faithyhe iss forshe | 
fees no loves, no. joyésmo‘gatherings, 

ndrichesinthele conditions;helongs 


H4 to 


> 
| 
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Cant. feted {o fhemay but have Aer beloved 


Pratticall Divinity; 

to have the conditions changed, 
he longs not tor the experien-- 
the condition . But. 
| therfayes, let me have thofe fweet. 
experiences, then any condition;) 
forthole experiences arc may riches, 


now fee my riches come in; 
of envying and withing for others 
conditions, shou wouldft fay: 


_, toliein the very 


my. ex 
God, or therein is my reft. 


\ Far this man,.a Saint, iseontented 


With: God, and.not with fomething 


Spoufe in the Cant. let her be 


if bé. 


my Life;/ am now ina gathering ways 


nocon.° 

ditions like mine, no riches like thefe. 
righes, no credit like this credits what. 
bofom and heart of 
of Chrift; whether he continue | 
poverty or femoove it; honnor.orre-. 
maveit, fo thary may have my joyes, 
iences, the injayment of 


 @onditions; As we may look upon 


the cares nots the 
| im | 


| | 
; 
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| 


him; &the reals is,tel am | 
dove; it the have not her beloved.sive 


her what you will, riches; honiouw? 
parts, ordinances; oh fhe cryes oilt, 
what means all thefe things, you 
ftake my difeate,J ans fick of love;'" 
be content, what means thié 
and woulding; what meane$ 
this picking and chafing your condi, 
tions? what meanes {Oo much envy 
of others conditions, if you {ee thet 
but before you? Does a man that ot 
a thoufand pounds, that has pearls ah 


diamonds, envie him ‘that ‘has but: 2 


peny or pibble ftones¢tis never feene; 
Therefore wee.may ¢onclide 
haftho Pearles} no thou hatt 
notfound the field whereiw is the pearls’ 
thou haft not found ‘God in health; 
and God ia ficknefle, God in riches; 
and Godin poverty and Ged inparts; 
and God in want of parts, arid God 
pray obferve- this} nothing con- 


| tents the foule but that which an- 


{wers 


forts dies. As Habac. 3 
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fwersthe foule in all conditions, in al} 
- wants; riches, honour, beawty, &c, 
doe. not anfwerthe foules wants,with- 
out God be in them; it muft be fome- 
thing futable to the foules nature; that 
muft be Godlikeand fpirituall, elfe ir 
will not feed the foule ; thefe terrene 


things feed but fenfe not faints; A | - 


child delights not to iplay, but with 
children, not with old ‘men; fo the 
foule delights not to play with crea. 
tures which are all below God;butit 
loves God,and. delights in God, in the 
lovesand imbraces of God, aud God 
delights in the imbraces of faints, theig 
imbraccs are mutuall. 
Take, this as confe@ary 


from this Do@. Isa faints reft & 


faction in thei injoyingof God then 
not not. feflation of any outward 


accommodation ,\ can ceafe a faints 


content and fatisfadtion ; for his joy, 
his reft lives, w!: -nall outward com- 
17. Allthough 
figtree fall not neither 
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fall fruit bein the Vine the labour of 
the Olive [hall faile, andthefields 


yceld no meat, the flock cut off from the 


fold, and their fhould be no heard inthe 
fralles. Yet I will rejoyce én the Lord: 


and joy inthe God of my falva 
Lord God is my fir 


tion, The 
encth,. 


| -. Againe If fo farre asa {pirit-is con- 


tent and at reft, its {0 farre like Ged; 
then, thofe that. profeffe themfelves 


fonnes and daughters of God andare 


not content; they-are nat like God's 


they are ngt fonnes ‘and daughters of — 


Ged; they are. not the [mage and off- 
{pring of God; for thofe thatare Gods 
onnes, and borne of Ged. , they 
arelike God, hold forth Gods Image; 


andfo farré as we come.fhort of this 
wee hold forth the. Divells image; 


and we areno farther to account our 
felvesthe fonnes of Ged, then.as wee 
are begotten of God, and {9 far as we 


are content with Ged , and God in all~ 


things; Elfe we are begotten of the 
willofman, and of the will of at 
) anc 


yet-vetutne’ againe' [ait 


they 


and will of God. 


“tA gaine, ‘dos this cohtentation oF 


SHine-give him abilitie to bein 


thering wa 
thofe hie th 


in’ all conditions ;. then 
ye not by all conditions 
Saints, 
are ina undoing way 
are fcatterérs'a in all 
tions beeaule they in injoy nor God,” 

Contentation with Ged is our grea: 
teft ine, ‘andthe teafon iss becaule 
fixesa mans hearrto his own por: 
tion, which is God alone; and fo farre 
as we fin Git from Gad to the creaturé 
for tonrent: fo farre we'run out ‘to 


frPance to commit aduleery, 


and play the hatlots,as Jer. 3.thewes, 
halt played the barter with many 


thé Lord. Suvely as a wif €Weacherinf- 
from her bufband, fo haut 


fon dealt treacheronfly mith me ,ob boule 
of Ifratl,. things but Gédis ftrange 


women, 


_Againe, fshethae i$ totitent with 
Coa 
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‘Ged free from che combuttion ofops 


pofition; then Wwe gather farther; that, 


no. condition is crofie to this {piritswe. 


commonly cry out of cfofles ; froay 

n, from friends,from enemiets;crof- 
es by Kings, and crofles by Parlias 
wents,and why isall this ?. croffes in 
a Presbiteriam way, and croffes in an 


Independent way, and why ? the rea, 
fon. is, becaufe our {pirits are notdaid 
_ level to all conditionss to {ee all. con- 


ditionsequall to him, that lives with 
andiin God. Truly friends think of this 
ferioufly; ourcrofles are not without, 
but all our crofies are from withid;wes, 
have wills of our own;which crofles; 
and dafhes againft Gods will in oug 
conditions; and hence isthe crofle: for 
were my will and the conditions 

table andilaid levell here would beno 


crofie; And henceit is weare,fo un- 


: the working of our wills and 


Conditions being fo thwartand conrra- 
ry, thatthey ca(t up fome, mire, ani 


dirt;‘ and/hence itis that we,are fo un- 


fable, 
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up and dows with every wind of do- 
Grine; hence itis,that fofaras we are 
content with any thing-below Ged, 
wearcelyable to the change ahd cone 
fufion of the nature of all things. 


© See then friends wherein a faints 


content and reft lies ,tis God in friends, 


God in relations ,God in all outward ac. 


commodations ? you fee allfo how 
ereata good and benefit arifes from 


this life; Whenthey faile God ftands; 


we are free from the combuttion of 
oppofition; that mah has nocroffe, no 
is rough to him, ye are ina ga- 


thering way, ye fhall grow rich; your 


heart fhall be fixt and not carried 4- 


way with every wind of doctrine and 


opinion; Laftly, thisfixes your heart 
faft to your own porti6 whichis God 
himfelf. And thofe rich injoy ments 


Pfal.ss. of his glorious outgo-ings; they bave 


feenthy goings o God,eventhe go. 
ings of my God,and my King 
even inthe Sanctuary. 


ftable, we are not fixed, but’ carried 
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